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            Bethel Lutheran Church Mission Statement 
“We are called, enlightened and empowered through Christ  

to worship, witness, and serve.”

The Bethel Bell 

Lent, 2021 
 
 
 

     I am thinking about covenants these days…and what they mean to 
me and my life.  I made a covenant with Bethel and her people when I 
joined as a member a decade ago.  It is not a covenant I take lightly.  
I made a covenant with Sally when I asked her to marry me…and 
when we were married.  I made a covenant with the Lutheran Church 
when I was ordained as a pastor.  I made a covenant at my Confirma-
tion (Affirmation of Baptism). 

     I don’t find these covenants burdensome—most of the time.  I 
don’t regret pledging myself in each case.  These covenants give 
shape to my life, and remind me of what is important and what is not.  
I am fortunate that most of my covenantal relationships support each 
other. 

     Am I always pleased with the people I pastor…or with my pastoral 
performance?  Of course not!  I know my weaknesses, faults, and fail-
ures.  I run out of steam…and/or patience.  I often am not inspired.  I 
get frustrated with myself—and sometimes with those I serve.  But, in 
spite of all the human fallibility, the joy of covenant shines through. 

     It gives me backbone when I am frightened.  It gives me energy 
when I am run-down.  My covenants keep challenging me to dig deep-
er, to rise higher, to work harder, and to be thankful for what has 
been given me…for what challenges me. 

     Sometimes those with whom I am in a covenant relationship disap-
point me, frustrate me, anger me.  But I am and continue to be teth-
ered to them.  I cannot give up on them…and I hope that they will not 
give up on me.  We, through our promises, are joined together in this 
thing called life, and in this precious place called Bethel.   

     Please, in this time of discontent and discontinuity, remember your 
promises and come to the aid and support of each other.  Together we 
will be stronger because of the promises we have made…and kept.  
And through God’s grace, we will be stronger at the end of this chap-
ter in our covenant history. 
 

In His Service, 

 

SUNDAY 
MARCH 14TH 

http://bethelbrushprairie.org/
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February Council/Board Meetings 
9 February 2021  -  6:30-8:30 pm 
 
 
 
Members present:  Bonnie Stauffer, Kirsten Elson, Dave Elson, Jody Hufstuttler, Dottie Davis,  
Ken Sayler, John Sarver, Jim Bergren, Chris Kast, Tara McCabe, Linda Bieker, Jack Graves,  
Laura Kast, Heidi deBroeck, Terry Smith, Paula and Earl Freimuth, Donna Crawley, Candi  
Ehrich 
Meeting began at 6:35 pm . 
 
Scripture reading – Ken Sayler. Isaiah 65:24 
Scripture volunteer for March, Candi Ehrich 
 
· Covid Task Force Report - CTF is proposing a plan so that we can begin to attend  
worship in person once again.  
a. February 21 st 
b. At 25% or less capacity 
c. By invitation 
d. Marked, spaced seating 
e. Directed traffic pattern Tara will take reservations, other logistics will be worked out . 
Linda asked if singing will be possible? No, not right now. Just praise team . 
Chris asked if family could sit together? Yes 
The CTF then asked for a motion to plan to begin allowing people at church while  
following COVID protocols set in place. MSA 
 
· Call Committee Report - Kirsten Elson gave the call committee report. Committee has  
interviewed three candidates and are moving on to a second interview with two of the  
three. Dottie re-iterated that the candidates were both highly qualified, but that we need  
prayer in discerning. Jim also asked for prayer. 
Recess for board meetings at 7 pm 
Reconvene at 8 pm 
Approval of January Council Meeting minutes MSA 
 
Deacons’ Report 
Sunday Drive-through was a success. Pastor Joe mentioned the possibility of doing the same  
thing monthly, even as we are slowly bringing people back to church . 
Approximately 50 people came to the event . 
Bonnie has 30 Ash Wednesday packages remaining. If anyone is going to visit a shut-in, take a  bag ! 
Candi is working on volunteer readers for Ash Wednesday . 
The Deacons decided that they will wait to form the Mutual Support Committee, until we have a  
pastor in place . 
· The committee is made up of council members, the pastor, and staff 
· There are some discrepancies in the bylaws regarding the committee 
They will prepare for the formation of the committee while working through small issues, and  
when the pastor is hired we can move forward . 
 
Board of Parish Education Report 
Parish Ed will have a small (obeying protocols) work party to clear out any toys that may be  
germ carriers. They plan to sanitize and clean. They are making plans for nursery opening, such 
as kids having their own bags of crayons and clipboards. Or, if they are not frequent visitors,  
they will be cleaned immediately  . 
Sunday School will not begin to meet as we open the church slowly. The start date will be  pushed out  
for a while  . 
They would like to get the children involved in Lent as they were in the Souper Bowl Sunday  
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February Council Minutes (cont) 
 
Trustees Report 
Soundboard – Ken let Jim know he needed to find a couple of options for what would suit  
Bethel’s future needs. Jim will check  . 
· Allen & Heath brand, like soundboard at Liberty Bible Church (approx $4000) 
· Music World for possible discount 
· John McAllister to build a comparable model 
Ken conducted the yearly staff reviews. Bonnie and Judy were both happy to get through the  
tumultuous year. Ken had good conversations with two, and they both were excited to get new  
employees hired and move forward . 
Judy is the main contact for supply pastors... then Bonnie, and then Candi  . 
The financial review was done by Jan Shepard and Joyce Detchman. Both were satisfied with  
the method that Judy employs in the office. Review was good  . 
The yearly inspections are ongoing. Two are done. The fire marshal is scheduled to come next  
week. All will be finished by the end of February . 
The COVID grant received last August was deposited in the General Fund. Jim can use it for  
technology at any point. 
 
Treasurers Report 
No report due to illness in Judy’s family and computer issues  . 
 
New Business 
Dave.... we need to get the check signing figured out. Much discussion led to the following : 
Kirsten puts details in the minutes. Once they are published, Dave or Kirsten will take them to  
the bank. Signers should be able to go in and sign at that point . 
To remove from the signature card : 
Heidi deBroeck - Secretary 2020  Chris Kast - VP Trustees 2018 Ron Gullickson - Council  
President 2020 
To add as signers : 
Kirsten Elson - Secretary 2021 Ken Sayler - VP Trustees 2021 David Elson - Council President  
2021 
 
Jim Bergren asked if we could arrange for a volunteer to be an IT person. Many of the  
computers on site are slow and in need of updates. Donna offered to look at them and make  
recommendations  . 
Candi indicated that Vera’s old computer needs to be checked with a virus program . 
Dave asked if there is a budget for computer maintenance and suggests we may need someone 
outside of a volunteer to take care of it maintenance . 
Bonnie suggests that Rocksolid had someone who did it for us once  . 
Paula summed up the previous ideas by suggesting Donna give the computers a look, then go  
back to the Trustees with recommendations . 
 
Dave closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer . 
 
Minutes submitted by 
Kirsten Elson 
February 10, 2021 
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Set-up for  
Sunday Fellowship Hour 

                  
Members of the Circle will set up the  

coffee for Sunday morning and  
schedule helpers for clean-up at the 

close of services.   
 

Hostess Circles are NOT responsible 
for providing goodies  

for coffee hours. 
All Bethel families are invited to help 

with food as well as 
serving & clean up.  

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex 

 

MARCH QUILTING 
 

Share House Quilters 
Mar 8th - 22nd 

8:00am 
Mission Quilters 

Mar 9th - 23rd 
9:00am 

 

NO experience  
necessary 

 

No in person  Women’s 
Circle Meetings 

in March 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Pray for Each Other 

 

INFORMATION  FOR AND ABOUT 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
March 2021      Judy Wood 

 

 
 

ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO COVID19 REGULATIONS, PLEASE STAY SAFE 

Pick up the phone 
and  

call somebody! 
Yours might be 

just the voice they 
need  

to hear today! 

file:///C:/Users/Bethel-LC-Office/Desktop/Office Files/2021 Newsletters
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·COVID UPDATE 

 

 

Covid Task Force Report - CTF is proposing a plan so that we can begin to attend  worship in person once again.  

Tara McCabe will be in charge of the reservations.. she will be working from the Survey information taken a 

few months ago.   This is some information from the Council discussion 

Opening Date    a. February 21st 

   b. At 25% or less capacity 

   c. By invitation 

   d. Marked, spaced seating 

   e. Directed traffic pattern Tara will take reservations, other logistics will be worked out . 

   Linda asked if singing will be possible? No, not right now. Just praise team . 

   Chris asked if family could sit together? Yes 

The task force is looking for small groups who would like to meet at the church. If you are a quilter, study group,  

etc. please send your request to Jan Sayler. 

 

Building Fund Report   -    Keep those support checks coming…  We’re almost there 

Thanks to your generous support our current balance on the mortgage after the Feb payment is………. 

   *********  $22,550.66        ********** 

How about a 4th of July Independence from a Mortgage Party?? 

 

  GIVING OPTIONS….. 
 
Offering:  When the need is greater, God’s people are called into even more service!  
Look for ways you can offer yourselves to Christ’s work this week. 
 
Thank you for your continued and generous financial support.   
 
You can mail your offering to PO Box 175 Brush Prairie, WA 98606  
 
You can set up automatic giving through your bank.  
 Bank payments are usually “no charge”. 
 
 or  try Bethel’s Tithe.ly account.  Go to Tithe.ly on your phone or computer. 
 
However you give, know how much you are appreciated. 
 
Even during these strange times, we have to keep the lights on.. 

https://get.tithe.ly/download-tithely-app
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Welcome back to in-person worship at Bethel! 

As  we return to worship in the sanctuary, there a a few things you should know. 

Masks should be worn at all times while in the church, except while taking communion. 

Please follow social distancing guidelines, maintaining a six-foot distance between you and fellow 

congregants outside of your household. 

Video cameras are rolling for at least 20 minutes prior to the service and until the service is over. 

If needed, please use the bathroom in the hallway leading to the sanctuary. 

Our worship team will be singing at the front of the church to pre-recorded music provided by James Pick. 

In accordance with Washington State requirements for religious organizations, congregants are asked not 

to sing aloud in the church. 

Individual communion cups and wafers are available to you in your pews, where we will also commune. 

Please return the empty cups to your bag and drop the bag in the waste can as you exit, using the out-

side exit by the nursery door. 
The usher will dismiss the congregation one pew at a time. 

Your offering can be placed in the plate by the door as you exit the church. 

Click Here for Keeping In Touch with Bethel  

https://www.bethelbrushprairie.org/so/41NUo8e7Z?languageTag=en
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Family Promise Learning Center Needs 

 
With a goal to end generational poverty, Family Promise of Clark County is broadening its services to the families it serves by 
establishing the Cares Education Program. At a time when children are learning from home instead of in a classroom, chil-
dren without homes are faced with even greater challenges. 
 
Family Promise was successful in receiving a grant from the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to open a 
classroom that will be equipped to serve up to 25 children from its program and also Camas students in the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act Program. Grant funding will primarily be used for teacher and staff support, so Family Promise is 
looking to the community for some of its other needs. 
 
The learning center is housed in the St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church in Camas. The students’ parents and siblings will be 
nearby in the “living room.” Here, parents will receive case management services and will be able work on their employment 
and housing goals, while preschoolers will find fun activities to keep them busy in a warm, safe environment. 
 
The following SignUpGenius link lists the various items the organization is looking for to meet its needs: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4fa5ae2ba1fa7-fpcares. Items like school supplies and disinfecting wipes are also on the list. 
 

If you have questions or feel called to help Family Promise with this new endeavor, please contact Candi Ehrich at 360-521-
6209 or candi-ehrich@comcast.net. 
 

REMINDER: Our next opportunity to co-host with Battle Ground Community United Methodist Church at the Seventh 

Day Adventist Center Point shelter location is March 21-28. Please consider providing a meal for up to 14 people or taking 
either an evening or overnight shift to help these families get through a difficult time in their lives. Thank you! 

 

When it comes to chaos, everyone has their limits, what we can and can-
not tolerate before we try to remedy it—sometimes with dysfunctional, or 
worse, destructive behavior. 

When threatened, there is a natural tendency in all of us to either shut 
down and shut out or attack and destroy. But the real remedy for chaos is 

to widen and deepen our center. The more peace we experience there, the more we can live crea-
tively with the disorder that is most of life. That takes discipline. That takes the silence and solitude 
to find our center, and it takes the resources of our faith to nurture the trust that God is present in 
the turmoil of our time. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4fa5ae2ba1fa7-fpcares
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4fa5ae2ba1fa7-fpcares
mailto:candi-ehrich@comcast.net
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A 501(c) 3 Non Profit Organization 
 

SALE 

Isolation Buster—Share your Home!  

Home Share 
Program of Clark 
County  

Contact us for more information: rdennyscott@aol.com     Mailing address:  Faith Partners for Housing 

Ph # 360-624-1290             5607 NE Gher Road  

www.FaithPartners4Housing.org          Vancouver WA 98662  

        

  

  

Faith Partners for Housing has been 

working to bring a home share 

program to Clark County in 2021.  

Why?  Seniors  need companionship 

and maybe a little help with chores 

or an additional income to offset 

taxes, maintenance and upkeep on 

their home. 

 

COVID has resulted in 

unemployment and evictions as 

workers lose their jobs and look for  

below market rate rentals.   

   

A home share program can offer 

below market rents at $400-$600 a 

month. 

 

COVID-related protocols will be 

implemented consistent with the 

state and county health guidelines. 

   
Where do I start? 

  
 Have your faith body become a 

member of Faith Partners for Housing 

 Make a donation 

 Learn more 

 Sign up as a home provider 
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2021 Bethel Sunday Morning Streamed Services Reader Schedule 
 

Scripture and Prayer Reader 
 
Mar 7  Jack Graves 
Mar 14 Candi Ehrich 
Mar 21 Terry Smith 
Mar 28 Kirsten Elson 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Services Reader Schedule 
Mar 3  Candi Ehrich 
Mar 10 Randy Crawley 
Mar 17 Randy Crawley 
Mar 24 Kirsten Elson 

Phone Patch:  360-469-1998 
Put your phone on speaker and don’t forget to 
hit the mute button…   or follow the links from: 
bethelbrushprairie.org 
 

Who needs  to hear your voice 
today.. 
Pick up the phone and let some-
one know you care… 

As many of you know, the WHO will be operating this season without our usual volunteers. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
Share staff will operate the shelter at St Andrew. You will be missed - but your help is still needed!  

A warm evening meal is always appreciated. We've offered to provide 2 crock pot size meals per night to serve 30 
guests. Meals can be delivered to the front entrance of 

St. Andrew between 6 and 6:30 pm. We ask everyone to wear a mask and sign in.  
 

Please check with Jessica at 360-200-8757 for dates that need to be filled 
 

You can bring the meal in a disposable container to save a trip or bring it 
in your crock pot.  You can pick up your clean crock pot a day or two later at 6 pm  

or the 3rd Saturday of each month from 1 pm to 3 pm at St Andrew. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of the WHO.  
We appreciate you! 
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Today we ask for prayer for Cheryl Bellomy,  Ella 
Remmick, Lucille Gukeisen, Mary Webber, Chuck 
Stavaas, Sandi Kytola, Woody Wood, Jody Huffstut-
ler and Doril Ellertson. We pray for the financial & 
spiritual health & growth of Bethel and for all who 
struggle with illness and economic issues. We ask 
God’s guidance and protection on our  military, our 
leaders and our country.  
  

Pastor: 

blcoffice@comcast.net 

 

Director of Family  

Ministries 

Bonnie Stauffer 
blcfamily@comcast.net 
 

Youth Ministry           

blcyouth@comcast.net 

 

Music Ministry 

blcmusic@comcast.net 

 
Parish Administrator 

Judy Wood 

blcoffice@comcast.net 
          
RSTC Director 

Marcy Sprecher 

Marcy@rocksolid-teen.com 

 
visit us on the web at 

bethelbrushprairie.org 

 

 

 
 
         No in-person communion this month. 
    Communion weekly at our on-line service,  
       using elements from your own home. 
 

 

Are you a part of Bethel’s Prayer Chain? 
 

If not, and you’d like to be, please contact Judy Bergren (phone chain)  
360- 666-9134 or Judy Wood (email chain) 360-892-4231 or 360-904-0271.  
All we need is your name and email address, or your phone number if you 
don’t use a computer… 

“This is why we say that our giving is an act of wor-
ship. We give because God has already given us – 
and continues to give us – an “inexpressible gift” (2 
Corinthians 9:15) in Christ.  

so much for all the prayers for 
Woody and me these last few 
weeks.  It’s been a difficult 
time but he is due to be dis-
charged from Manor Care to 
home on March 3rd.  
Thank you God and thank you 
Bethel family. 
Judy 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=afthZHNsueHDEM&tbnid=5Xz_pgFo1tzMbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcoolumchristianfamily.org%2Fprayer-hotline%2F&ei=TpfiUoCYHtTnoAT2s4DIBw&bvm=bv.59930103,d.cGU&psig=AFQ
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If you had a birthday or anniversary and are not 
listed, OR if dates are incorrect or incomplete, 
PLEASE call the church office at 360-892-4231 so 
we can get it right next time!         Thank you…. 

Keep our Servicemen and women in your prayers.. 
SPC Alec Rohrer, US Army, grandson of Jack & Cindi Graves, currently serving at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia.  
 

Johnathan Cook, USAF ,  grandson of Kay Nock, stationed in Florida 
 

Chief Petty Officer, Ryan Fontenot, stationed Texas. Grandson of Milt and Jan Kleven. 
 

Autumn McAllister, USAF, daughter of John & Michelle McAllister, stationed at Clovis. N.M. 
 

Brandon Morgan, USAF Sp. Forces Para rescue, grandson of Milt & Jan Kleven, stationed in  
Tucson, AZ 
 

Zackery Scott Noorlun, USAF, TSgt , great-grandson of Clarice Noorlun, serving as an avionics 
technician at Royal Air Force Lakenheath in the UK. 
 

Ingrid Flores, E-4 US Combat Medic, who returned safely in July 2020 from a year of service in 
Jordan. Great niece of Craig and Candi Ehrich, who continues to serve with the Army National Guard. 
 
 

Nick Otos, USAF,  nephew of Kari Otos, stationed at Okinawa, Japan  
 
 

Luke and Lonnie Terry - both in the US Air Force, both stationed at Lackland, AFB, Texas. 
 

Derrick Wolf, USN,  grandson of Dick & Charlene Wolf. Derrick is on recruiting duty in Virginia. 
 

Josh Maplethorpe, US Army, grandson of Carol Seekins, stateside 
 
   A soldier said:         “When I die do not play taps over my grave. Instead play reveille,  
    the morning call, the summons to arise.” 
 
If you have an update for this list, please let the office know..        Thanks! 

John Bomar   03/01 
Robert Huffstutler  03/03 
John McAllister  03/05 
John Schroeder  03/08 
Madalyn Moon  03/08 
Dennis Stauffer  03/12 
Cody Shearer              03/12 
Allison Sprecher  03/13 
Myra Wilkinson  03/14 
Grace Wetter   03/17 
Penelope Schinke  03/18 
Dustin Zumwalt  03/21 
Judy Sutera   03/22 
Janice Shepard  03/28 
Harper Paveglio  03/28 
Jan Kleven   03/30 

Les & Jody Huffstutler  03/06/1982 

Charles & Gail Carbajal  03/08/1974 

John & Cindi Schroeder  03/08/1980 



Stay Informed….  
There are many ways for you to keep up with what’s going on here at Bethel..  

You may visit us on the web at www.bethelbrushprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook! Click the LIKE button to stay on top of all the  
current news and photos! www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry  
You can also follow Bethel on: 
Pinterest https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/ and  
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/ 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
12919 NE 159th St 
PO Box 175 
Brush Prairie, WA 98606 

  

Won’t you join us virtually?? 
 

Sunday Service Hours 
10:00am - Streaming Service - YouTube 

Phone patch - 360-469-1998 
during the Covid pandemic shutdown 

     Watch the Bethel Bell for Coming Events! 
 
 
 

Christ Welcomes All 

http://www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry
https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/
https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=NKNglU8bfsZk6M&tbnid=ibWvpmX1P-B9BM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitatlacrosse.org%2F&ei=zp0sU9yzGMnFoAS1vICgBQ&bvm=bv.63316862,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEtlVe4jqr

