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The Listening Season 
On September 12, we kicked off our fall program year with an emphasis on listen-
ing—to Jesus and the Word of God, to young people and families, to our communi-
ty, and to one another. Let’s look at those in reverse order. 
 

Listening to One Another—on the tables in our fellowship area we have put some 
conversation starters for you to help you get beyond the “How was your week?” con-
versations to something a little deeper. You may find some of these topics useful in 
your conversations with friends and family members, too. 
 

Listening to Our Community—As much as we are encouraging folks to listen to 
others more intentionally, not all listening is done with our ears. What are your read-
ing in the newspaper that brings up questions for you? Who might you contact to get 
more information or a different perspective?  
 

Listening to Young People—One of the best ways to get people talking is to ask 
more questions. How did that make your feel? What could be your next steps? What 
kind of help would you need to do that? In my work with coaching other ministry 
leaders, we know that most of us have many of the resources we already need, 
people just need help identifying them, and I think that’s a great gift to give young 
people. And if they don’t have access to those resources, that’s good information for 
us as a congregation. 
 

Listening to Jesus and God’s Word—During the month of October we will be 
looking at our role as stewards of God’s gifts in different ways. Sunday, October 31

st
 

is Reformation Sunday and one of the greatest gifts Martin Luther and the other re-
formers gave the world was access to the Bible by translating it into different lan-
guages. Even today we have a number of different English translations, some in 
more formal writing like the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) to easier read-
ing like the Common English Version (CEV).  
 

On this Reformation Sunday, October 31, we are asking people to 
bring their Bibles to worship! We will celebrate the gift of God ’s 
Word on this day and learn how we are stewards of that word for our 
lives and as a gift to the world around us. 
 

 

God bless you in your listening as we keep our hearts open to God’s voice in all 
these conversations! 
 

Pastor Lynne 

http://bethelbrushprairie.org/
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Bible Overview Study Group 
One of our Bethel members has asked for a study group to learn about the Bible. We’ll be looking at the 
different literature that make up the Bible, some of the historical contexts, and how to read these texts in 
our modern time.  
Join us at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 6

th
  for our first gathering. We’ll decide as a group 

how often we want to meet at that time. Contact Pastor Lynne with questions or your interest. 
 
Adult Forum: One Hope—Ecumenical Theme for October 
Several of the church in the Battle Ground area will be focusing on a common theme for the month of 
October based on Ephesians 4:4-6. “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one 
hope at your calling—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all.” 
Some of the other churches will use this theme for their Sunday worship, but since we had already decid-
ed on a Stewardship focus for October, we will be addressing this theme in our Adult Forum classes at 
9:00a.m. each Sunday.  

Oct 3—One Gospel: Ephesians 2:3-11 
Oct 10—One Body: Ephesians 2:11-22 
Oct 17—One Spirit: Ephesians 4:11-16 
Oct. 24—One Lord: Ephesians 4:20-24 
Oct. 31—One Father: Ephesians 1:3-6 

Even though Pastor Lynne used Ephesians to teach us about Faith Formation in August, this will be a 
different look at these texts in community with the other congregations. 
 
A combined worship service will be held Sunday, October 24

th
 at  6 pm at Battle Ground Baptist 

Church. For those not able to gather in person they have an FM transmitter to listen in your car in 
the parking lot, and a Facebook Live video may also be available. 

From Pastor Lynne 
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September Council/Board Meeting,  
September 14, 2021 
 
Members present: Dave and Kirsten Elson, John Sarver, Nancy Fuerstenberg, Chris and Laura 
Kast, Candi Ehrich, Heidi DeBroeck, Tara McCabe, Bonnie Stauffer, Dottie Davis, Pastor Lynne 
Ogren, Jack Graves 
 
Scripture/Reflection 
Scripture volunteer for October - Candi Ehrich 
Council meeting was temporarily suspended for Boards to meet.  
Meeting reconvened at 7:10 pm 
 
Pastor’s Report 
The Rally Sunday Service went well. Pastor felt the service was a good culmination to the small group gatherings. 
She is preparing for a “listening season” during the next several weeks as people are encouraged to share incidents 
where they have stopped to listen to others. Posters in the Narthex will display input from Bethel members. 
The new pianist for Bethel will begin next Sunday. 
 
Trustees Report 
Stewardship update: There was a Trustees Stewardship meeting recently and they have planned a low key, less 
formal stewardship drive this season. Bonnie is assisting by preparing videos relating to stewardship that will be 
shown in context with the Sunday service. Pledge cards will be handled differently this year: they will serve as a pri-
vate reminder of our commitments and won’t be turned in to the office. An informative letter on the nature of the 
drive will be published in the next Bethel Bell. 
 
Pastor's housing allowance: Bethel is reallocating a significant portion of the Pastor’s salary to “housing allowance.” 
This is a change for tax purposes only and won’t affect Bethel monetarily. 
 
Successful mortgage burning: The mortgage was ceremoniously burned, mostly without incident. 
 
Thanks to Dick Wolf, Dean Vilander, Jim Fuerstenberg, Craig Erich and others for a Great Men’s Breakfast on Sep-
tember 12th.  
 
Bethel has hired a pianist, Ken and Jim will have a discussion about the future of the AV Director position and what 
is appropriate before any changes are made.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Total income             $ 24,574.31 
Total expense           $12,312.95 
Net income               $ 12,261.36 
with an overall year to date surplus of…  $47,440.75 
 
Deacons Report 
The Music and Worship Committee met and have planned the music for the next two months of services. They will 
be asking Bethel members if there is an interest in starting the bell choir again.  
Paula has resigned as the VP of the Deacons. Heidi has been voted in as the new VP. They will not be filling the 
vacant Deacon position until the new council is elected. 
Family Promise participation went well. Bethel’s next scheduled participation with Family Promise is in December, 
and they will need volunteers.  
 
Family Ministry Report/Board of Parish Ed 
Rally Sunday was a success. Bonnie is beginning work on the videos for the stewardship campaign. She has sent 
the emails to the people she plans to interview for the stewardship videos. She is asking for prayers for the partici-
pants and the process as they move forward.  
There will be no Trunk or Treat this year. Halloween falls on Reformation Sunday and at the end of the stewardship 
drive, so timing doesn’t work this year.  
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Council minutes (cont.) 
 
The Board of Parish Ed and all involved are taking Sunday school one month at a time as they  
continue to work on an integrated lesson for all ages.  There is still a need for one nursery volunteer. 
 
Short term COVID issues/concerns 
The Executive Council met earlier in the month, and since the most recent changes back to masks and distancing 
again, no further changes have been discussed.   
Chris suggests we may want to move the coffee hour into the gym for better ventilation during the winter months. 
Council agreed and will move the food, etc. into the gym each Sunday beginning in October.  
 
Council chose possible dates for the Annual Congregational Meeting. A motion was made for December 12th to be 
the meeting date. MSA 
 
VP’s need to get their annual reports and budgets prepared by the second week in November in preparation for 
publishing the information for the December 12th Congregational meeting. 
 
Council closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kirsten Elson 
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 Spiritual Practices ...  a note from the Trustees 
 
Dear Friends at Bethel Lutheran Church, 
 
The past year and a half or so have been some of the most difficult times many of us 
have ever experienced.  When we have this level of difficulty in the world, it is also a 
time when the message of grace and the importance of the church is most dearly need-
ed.  I believe the way in which Bethel has responded to the pandemic in the past sever-
al months is a tribute to the character and commitment of our leaders, in their desire to 
spread that grace. 
 
In our conversations with Pastor Lynne, there are numbers of subjects, challenges and 
projects that our congregation would like to see as the church continues on its’ mission.  
We also know that our church is active in the community and continues to have the de-
sire to make an impact in the community and the world.   
 
Your generosity this year is as important as ever, and will support the ongoing witness-
ing and serving of our communities.  With the challenges of the past year there was no 
actual stewardship drive, so we all have work to do going forward.  
 
First, we need to recognize that all that we have are gifts from God.  We are simply 
stewards of those gifts.  It is our responsibility to be good stewards of those gifts.  Our 
financial giving in the church is not a financial transaction, but it is a “Spiritual Practice”.   
Everyone has something to give.  Often times those that have less resources end up 
giving more as a result of their Spiritual Practices.   
 
Spiritual Practices should be undertaken only after having conversation with God.   
Prayer is an integral part of Christian life, and we should listen for the voice of God in 
our prayer conversations.  Many people tithe, others build their giving year by year in-
creasing dollar amounts or using percentages.  I encourage you to listen to what God 
has to say about your Spiritual Practice of giving. 
 
During the month of October please listen to the message being delivered by Pastor 
Lynne and others each Sunday, to get an idea of the impact that you currently have 
through your Spiritual Practice of giving.   
 
In His Service,   

Bethel Trustees 
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                                                                                                              June 23, 2021 
 

Dear Ellie,  
Every year, our Vacation Bible School in Brush Prairie finds a worthwhile organization that the kids 
and families support. This year we chose Make-A-Wish. I called and talked to a lady named Cathe-
rine at Make-A-Wish and she gave me your name and stated you would like a treehouse. All the kids 
at the Vacation Bible School understood how neat it would be to have a treehouse. For 3 days we 
collected money for your wish. Some kids donated all their allowance and others the money they re-
ceived for receiving good grades, and a few, the money Grandma and Grandpa sent for their birth-
day. I was truly touched by the participants’ and their families’ generosity. At the end of our Vacation 
Bible School, I asked all the participants if they would like to sign some of the stars to give to you 
when you get your wish granted. And of course, everyone said, ‘yes’. On the last day we talked 
about making friends, the importance of having friends, and everyone felt you had become their 
friend too. I’m enclosing the stars that everyone signed. I want you to know that there are many peo-
ple living here in Clark County that care about you, and we hope that you can feel well soon and wish 
you many joyful days in your new treehouse.  
 

    Your new friends at Bethel Lutheran Church 
                                                               Brush Prairie, WA  
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Set-up for  
Sunday Fellowship Hour 

                  
Members of the Circle will set up the  

coffee for Sunday morning and  
schedule helpers for clean-up at the 

close of services.   
October Hostess - Hope Circle 

 
Hostess Circles are NOT responsible 

for providing goodies  
for coffee hours. 

All Bethel families are invited to help 
with food as well as 
serving & clean up.  

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex 

 

INFORMATION  FOR AND ABOUT 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
October 2021      Judy Wood 

Coming in November -  
Naomi Circle 

Praying in Color 
 
 
 
 

‘Draw’ a new path to God. A unique 
way to pray and thank God for all that 

we have. This spiritual practice 
 involves doodling, coloring, meditation 

and prayer.  

Share House Quilters 
Oct 11th & 25th - 9am  

 
Mission Quilters 

Oct 12th & 26th - 9am 
 

NO experience  
necessary 

 you’re welcome  
at either or both groups! 

October Circle Meetings 
 

Hope - at the church - Oct 20th - 6:30pm 
Judy Bergren, hostess 

Naomi -  at the Church Oct 20th - 1:00pm 
Verletta Egan, hostess 

Priscilla at Bethel - Oct 20th - 9:30am 
Marlyne Olson - hostess 

Have You Seen My Daughter? 

Is human trafficking really a concern in our little com-
munity? Unfortunately, it is.  

BLCW Brunch – October 2 at 10:00 

Robin Miller, from Janus Youth Programs, will 
share information about her work with sexually 
exploited youth between the ages of 12 and 24. 

Please help victims of human trafficking get through a 
difficult time in their lives by bringing your donations of 
personal hygiene products, bras, underwear, sweat-
shirts, leggings, or gift cards (e.g., Starbucks, Dutch 
Bros., Black Rock, Target, Fred Meyer, Regal Thea-
tres, etc.).  

Invite a friend and join us! 
 

Hope Circle is hostess and will supply hot dishes. 
Others are asked to bring sides, fruit, or breads. 

Women’s Bible Study 
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The SWWA Synod website has a new address  
   www.swwasynod.org  

Your Mortgage Dollars.. 
 
If you have been contributing to the mortgage 
fund please consider continuing your giving.. 
If you haven’t been contributing please think 
about how you might help..  Contributions from 
this point on will go into a building maintenance 
fund which eventually will pay for the new heat 
pump that Bethel needs…  and remember 
every dollar helps! 

Always up to date information about things going on in 
other  churches in our area along with inspiring mes-
sages from Bishop Jaech and his staff. Check it out..  

A GREAT TIME  
was had by all at Bethel’s annual picnic at Dean and Judy Sutera’s home. 
Blue skies and sunshine…   wonderful fellowship….  delicious food…. and  

FUN!!! 
Thank you to all who attended - who helped out - and especially to Dean and Judy! 
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 Franda Lavin went home to the 
Lord on Sept 10th. There was a  
graveside service at Evergreen Me-
morial Gardens on Sept 24th. 

The importance of rest 
Sep 24, 2017 01:00 am 

 

Take a cue from Jesus–don’t wait to rest until after all your work is done. Don’t wait until you have 

time to rest, because that time will never come. Watch for signs that you need a break. If you are 

getting cranky, distracted or tired, you need a break. Take one. Walk around the block. Eat something 

nutritious and take time to taste and enjoy it. Slip into someplace quiet to pray. 

The Sabbath is God’s gift of down time. The Sabbath offers time to relax, reconnect, recharge. On the 

Sabbath, accept the opportunity to worship. Let worship be God’s time to speak, your time to listen. 

This message is adapted from “God Rested” written by Karen Melang in the June 2000 issue 

of Lutheran Woman Today (now Gather) magazine. Today is the 16th Sunday after Pentecost. Do 

you enjoy these free Daily Grace messages? If so,donate now to further the ministry. 

The post The importance of rest appeared first on Women of the ELCA. 

 

A memorial service for  
Evar Knudtson will be 
held at Bethel, Saturday, 
October 2nd, at 1:00pm  
Evar went home to the 
Lord in January.  Pastor 
Aalbue will officiate at 
the service, Pastor  

          Lynne will assist.  

 
Who have you listened to lately  

and 
What have you learned?? 
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2021 Bethel Sunday Morning Streamed Services Reader Schedule 
 

Scripture Readers 
 
Oct 3rd  Candi Ehrich 
Oct 10th  Ken Sayler 
Oct 17th  Kirsten Elson 
Oct 24th  Randy Crawley 
Oct 31st  Jack Graves 

Phone Patch:  360-729-0011 
Put your phone on speaker and don’t forget to 
hit the mute button…   or follow the links from: 
bethelbrushprairie.org 
 

As many of you know, the WHO will be operating this 
season without our usual volunteers. Due to COVID-
19 restrictions, Share staff will operate the shelter at 
St Andrew. You will be missed - but your help is still 

needed!  
A warm evening meal is always appreciated. We've 
offered to provide 2 crock pot size meals per night to 
serve 30 guests. Meals can be delivered to the front 

entrance of 
St. Andrew between 6 and 6:30 pm. We ask every-

one to wear a mask and sign in.  
 

Please check with Jessica at 360-200-8757 for dates 
that need to be filled 

 
You can bring the meal in a disposable container to 

save a trip or bring it 
in your crock pot.  You can pick up your clean crock 

pot a day or two later at 6 pm  
or the 3rd Saturday of each month from 1 pm to 3 

pm at St Andrew. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of the 
WHO.  

We appreciate you! 

Celine is a mommy-to-be,  
about to expand our family tree! 
Please join us for a baby shower in 
her honor. 
(Daughter of Sandy Egan, grand-
daughter of Verletta Egan.) 
Sunday, October 10th @ 3:00 PM  
Bethel Lutheran Church  
12919 NE 159th Street 
Brush Prairie, Wa. 98665 
Registered on Babylist 
www.babylist.com/baby-celine-ruffalo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Party!!! 
 

There will be a 90th Birthday celebration  
for Mary Webber on October 23rd  

from 1 til 4pm in the Bethel Narthex. 
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Today we ask for prayer for Carol Taylor, the family 
of Kathy Walker, Gail Carbajal, Chuck Staavas,  Bill 
Meisner, Judy Sutera, Grace Wetter, Nancy Fuer-
stenberg, George Land, Ella Remmick, Mary Webber, 
Penny Schinke, Sandi Kytola, Jody Huffstutler, 
Woody Wood, and Doril Ellertson. We pray for the 
financial & spiritual health & growth of Bethel and 
for all who struggle with illness and economic is-
sues. We ask God’s guidance and protection on our  

Pastor: Lynne Ogren 

blcoffice@comcast.net 

 

Director of Family  

Ministries 

Bonnie Stauffer 
blcfamily@comcast.net 
 

Youth Ministry           

blcyouth@comcast.net 

 

Music Ministry 

blcmusic@comcast.net 

 
Parish Administrator 

Judy Wood 

blcoffice@comcast.net 
          
RSTC Director 

Marcy Sprecher 

Marcy@rocksolid-teen.com 

 
visit us on the web at 

bethelbrushprairie.org 

 

 

 
         Communion will be served to those who  
attend in-person services at Bethel this month. 
 
Communion elements for home use are available at 
the Bethel office. Call and arrange to come and pick 

        yours up. 

Are you a part of Bethel’s Prayer Chain? 
 

If not, and you’d like to be, please contact Judy Bergren (phone chain)  
360- 666-9134 or Judy Wood (email chain) 360-892-4231 or 360-904-0271.  
All we need is your name and email address, or your phone number if you 
don’t use a computer… 

Thank you Bethel for your continued  
financial support.  

Even in these strange times  
we have to keep the lights on.  

 
Have you considered setting up auto-
matic giving through your bank?  It’s 

usually done at no charge. Our Tithe.ly 
account is also an option but does 

charge a small fee. 

Help Beat Covid 
Mask up 
Wash up 
Keep safe 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=afthZHNsueHDEM&tbnid=5Xz_pgFo1tzMbM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcoolumchristianfamily.org%2Fprayer-hotline%2F&ei=TpfiUoCYHtTnoAT2s4DIBw&bvm=bv.59930103,d.cGU&psig=AFQ
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If you had a birthday or anniversary and are not 
listed, OR if dates are incorrect or incomplete, 
PLEASE call the church office at 360-892-4231 
so we can get it right next time!          
Thank you…. 

Keep our Servicemen and women in your prayers.. 
SPC Alec Rohrer, US Army, grandson of Jack & Cindi Graves, currently serving at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia.  
 

Johnathan Cook, USAF ,  grandson of Kay Nock, stationed in Florida 
 

Chief Petty Officer, Ryan Fontenot, stationed Texas. Grandson of Milt and Jan Kleven. 
 

Autumn McAllister, USAF, daughter of John & Michelle McAllister, stationed at Clovis. N.M. 
 

Brandon Morgan, USAF Sp. Forces Para rescue, grandson of Milt & Jan Kleven, stationed in  
Tucson, AZ 
 

Zackery Scott Noorlun, USAF, TSgt , great-grandson of Clarice Noorlun, serving as an avionics 
technician at Royal Air Force Lakenheath in the UK. 
 

Ingrid Flores, E-4 US Combat Medic, who returned safely in July 2020 from a year of service in 
Jordan. Great niece of Craig and Candi Ehrich, who continues to serve with the Army National Guard. 
 
 

Nick Otos, USAF,  nephew of Kari Otos, stationed at Okinawa, Japan  
 
 

Luke Terry - US Air Force, stationed in Germany. 
Lonnie Terry - US Air Force, stationed in New Mexico. 
 

Derrick Wolf, USN,  grandson of Dick & Charlene Wolf. Derrick is on recruiting duty in Virginia. 
 
Chandler Heppe, USAF, Lt. nephew of Eric & Lynne Ogren, stationed in Utah. 
 

 

   A soldier said:         “When I die do not play taps over my grave. Instead play reveille,  
    the morning call, the summons to arise.” 
 
If you have an update for this list, please let the office know..        Thanks! 

 
John A Johnson  10/07 
Les Huffstutler   10/07 
Sandy Egan   10/09 
Eric Ogren   10/09 
Christopher Kast  10/17 
Carolyn Bergren  10/18 
Carolyn Bomar  10/21 
Elena Ferguson  10/22 
Mary Webber   10/23 
Milt Kleven   10/23 
Marcy Sprecher  10/27 
Roger Webb   10/28 
Samuel Kytola   10/29 
Candice Ehrich  10/29 

Dan & Lori Lindberg   10/01/1988 
Dick & Charlene Wolf  10/05/1979 
Don & Audrey Fossum  10/06/1950 
Earl & Paula Freimuth  10/10/1982 
Eric & Marcy Sprecher  10/16/1993 
Larry & Sandra Kytola  10/28/1961 
David & Georgia Kramer  10/29/2016 
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Find some hot chocolate or something pumpkin to indulge in.  
Take a break and do some searching… 
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October 2021 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday 
Wednes-

day 
Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

1 

  

  

2   BLCW 10am 
  
  
Mem srv Knudtson 1pm – 

Pr Joe 
Sanc/nart/kitch 

3 
9am - Sun-

day School 

10am Serv 

  

  

4 

  

  

5 

  

  

6 

 11am - Bi-

ble Study 

Overview-

Group meets 

  

7 

  

  

8 

  

  

9 
  
  

10 
9am - Sun-

day School 

10am Serv 

1-5pm 

Celine Ruffa-

lo (Egan) 

Baby Shower 

Egan 

  

11 

Share House 

Quilting 

  

Columbus 

Day 

12 

6:30Boards 

7:30 Coun-

cil 
 

Mission Quilt-

ing 

  

  

13 

  

  

14 

  

  

15 

  

  

16 

  

  

17 

9am-Sunday 

School 

10am Serv 

  

  

18 

  

  

19 
9:30-Priscilla 

Cir 

1:00 - Naomi 

Cir 

6:30 - Hope 

Cir 

  

20 

  

  

21 

  

  

22 

  

  

23 

Mary Webber 90th bd..  

1-4 / narthex 
Joy Frahm 

  

24 
9am-Sunday 

School 

10am Serv 

  

  

25 

Share House 

Quilting 

26 

  
Mission Quilt-

ers 

  

27 

  

  

28 

  

  

29 

  

  

30 

  

  

31 
9amSunday 

School 

10am Serv 

Halloween 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Martial Arts

-Mon 

Thurs-Fri 

6:30-

8:30pm 

  

  

  

Bergren 

Softball 

Wed 4-9 

Sat 9-2 

Sun  9-2 

  

  

  

  

BS Troop 475 

Tues 6:30-8:00 

gym 

  

  

https://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/halloween.php


Stay Informed….  
There are many ways for you to keep up with what’s going on here at Bethel..  

You may visit us on the web at www.bethelbrushprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook! Click the LIKE button to stay on top of all the  
current news and photos! www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry  
You can also follow Bethel on: 
Pinterest https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/ and  
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/ 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
12919 NE 159th St 
PO Box 175 
Brush Prairie, WA 98606 

  

  If you’re unable to join us in-person please 
won’t you join us virtually?? 

 

Sunday Service Hours 
In-person 10:00am 

Streaming Service - YouTube 
Phone patch - 360-729-0011 

     Watch the Bethel Bell for Coming Events! 
 
 

Christ Welcomes All 

http://www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry
https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/
https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=NKNglU8bfsZk6M&tbnid=ibWvpmX1P-B9BM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitatlacrosse.org%2F&ei=zp0sU9yzGMnFoAS1vICgBQ&bvm=bv.63316862,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEtlVe4jqr

