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            Bethel Lutheran Church Mission Statement 
“We are called, enlightened and empowered through Christ  

to worship, witness, and serve.”

The Bethel Bell 

Easter Season, 2021 
 
Dear friends in Christ… 
     Last Sunday, April 18th, was a momentous and memorable day in 
the life of Bethel’s congregation!  It began with the exciting an-
nouncement that Bethel has paid off her building debt.  And it con-
cluded with the Calling of a new pastor—who has accepted your Call.  
What a way to begin a new chapter in the life of this blessed commu-
nity! 
 
     After the building fund announcement, and before the sermon, I 
congratulated all of you on this significant milestone.  Your new addi-
tion of classrooms, sacristy, nursery, entryway, and offices has all 
been paid for in a few short years.  It required generous and sacrificial 
giving on the part of many to reach this goal so quickly! 
 
     I also said that this positions Bethel to be open to God’s leading in 
new and exciting ways.  I was serious about that comment.  This mo-
ment—new pastor/no debt—provides you with the opportunity to 
dream God-size dreams…to listen to the Spirit’s prompting…to hear 
the cries of our community. 
 
     There is no limit to what God might accomplish through you and 
this blessed ‘House of God’!  Are you ready to listen?  Are you ready 
to dream?  Are you ready to follow God’s Call wherever it might lead 
you?  You have been blessed beyond imagining with a new pastor and 
a debt-free beginning to her ministry. 
 
     Now is not the time for complacency or resting on your laurels.  
Take a moment to congratulate yourselves and give thanks to God for 
the generosity God has called forth from us.  Then turn in anticipation 
of the new chapter in your history, a new pastor to lead you, and op-
portunities for ministry yet to be dreamed and discovered. 
 
     Not many congregations can address their future with such a 
shower of blessings…and such possibilities to do 
 good in this world.  Ready?  Set!  GO!!! 

Volume 28, Issue 5 
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Greetings from Pastor Lynne 
 
(Thus says the LORD…  
I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness in the desert.  
(Isaiah 43:19) 
 
People of Bethel Lutheran Church 
 
My first day at Bethel will be June 21st, with June 27th our first Sunday together. We so 
enjoyed our visits with many of you when we were there in April and we’re looking for-
ward to getting settled into the congregation and community. We appreciate your ongo-
ing prayers as we say our goodbyes to friends and church members here, visits that are 
both joyful and hard. We are excited for the new things God has in store for us all. 
 
As we say our goodbyes and pack up our belongings, we are already seeing how God 
is making a way for us as we prepare to move! This in-between time waiting for the start 
of our new ministry together can be a kind of wilderness time. We have all been through 
a season of wondering and wandering as you journeyed through the transition and call 
process, all the while dealing with a pandemic! Eric and I have been on a similar path 
as we made the decision to make a change and then considered our options, until we 
were introduced to Bethel. 
 
And now we are in the wilderness a little while longer. Step by step, God is making a 
way for our journey west. We have found a buyer for our house, and that takes time to 
process. We are lining up U-Haul vehicles and collecting boxes and weeding out “stuff” 
that we just don’t need to add to the moving truck. Day by day, tasks are being accom-
plished for our move and the Spirit of God is blessing us! 
 
Thanks be to God! 
Pastor Lynne Ogren 
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Vacation Bible School has come a long way since the days of making matchstick 
crosses and Bible lessons taught using a felt board, but VBS still remains a time for 
children, youth, and adults to connect with each other and with the Bible. It is a wonderful 
time for the Bethel family to be involved in a fun three days, June 21-23, 9:00 AM-
12:00.  
We have seen significant changes this past year, but the VBS leadership team has been 
attending webinars and doing research to help the families in our church and community 
feel safe. 

 

*Crew Leaders are an essential part of making our VBS a success.   
We need you, especially as we are learning new ways to plan a safe environment. 

Click here to register as a VBS volunteer  
*As a Crew Leader, during Rocky Railway, you’ll visit different activities with a group of three to five children. 
You’re not in charge of preparing or teaching activities; you just get to be there and help kids enjoy 
them as you shepherd the members of your Crew. Because your Crew is small, you’ll get to know and affirm 
each member by asking questions, really listening, and being encouraging. 
 

Other areas needed for VBS are assisting the Station Leaders. You can find information for those positions 
on the Volunteer Registration Link as well. Contact Bonnie Stauffer at blcfamily@comcast.net if you have 
any questions about how to register as a volunteer.  Thank you! 
 

(IF Links don’t open automatically - right click on the link and then click on “open hyperlink”) 

 

Welcome back to in-person worship at Bethel! 

As  we return to worship in the sanctuary, there a a few things you should know. 

Masks should be worn at all times while in the church, except while taking communion. 

Please follow social distancing guidelines, maintaining a six-foot distance between you and fellow 

congregants outside of your household. 

Video cameras are rolling for at least 20 minutes prior to the service and until the service is over. 

If needed, please use the bathroom in the hallway leading to the sanctuary. 

Our worship team will be singing at the front of the church to pre-recorded music provided by James Pick. 

In accordance with Washington State requirements for religious organizations, congregants are asked not 

to sing aloud in the church. 

Individual communion cups and wafers are available to you in your pews, where we will also commune. 

Please return the empty cups to your bag and drop the bag in the waste can as you exit, using the out-

side exit by the nursery door. 
The usher will dismiss the congregation one pew at a time. 

Your offering can be placed in the plate by the door as you exit  the church. 

NO RESERVATIONS NECESSARY - COME JOIN US 

IF WE FILL THE SANCTUARY WE’LL SEAT YOU IN THE NARTHEX AREA 
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April Council/Board Meeting 
13 April 2021 
6:30-8:30 pm 
 
Members present: Dave and Kirsten Elson, John Sarver, Jody Huffstutler, Laura and Chris Kast, 
Tara McCabe, Ken Sayler, Candi Ehrich, Linda Bieker, Terry Smith, Bonnie Stauffer, Donna 
Crawley, Heidi DeBroeck 
 
Scripture reading – Kirsten Elson, John 13:7 
Scripture volunteer for May, Terry Smith 
 
COVID Task Force Report: 
Ken gave a run-down of the things to know right now. Attendance at church is now open. 
No reservations are needed. Thanks to Tara for her service in making the reservations! If 
too many people attend and overflow, we will adjust! There will still be sign-in sheets for 
tracking purposes. 
 
Congregational Meeting: 
Meeting is next Sunday April 18th. Zoomers will need to either come to church to cast a 
ballot or have someone take/pickup ballots. Kirsten will take minutes and Zoom attendance. 
Dave will begin an email thread to get people to volunteer to assist in the Congregational 
meeting. There is a question as to whether those on the phone patch can be considered to have 
attended the meeting and, therefore, be able to vote. There is conflicting information on 
that, and Dave will check with Pastor Shjerven and let her know that the phone patch is 
two ways. 
 
Council meeting was temporarily suspended for Boards to meet. 
Meeting reconvened at 8 pm 
 
Approval of March Council Meeting minutes MSA 
 
Deacons 
There was follow-up discussion on the Mutual Support Committee. Candi researched the committee 
by contacting other synods. SW WA synod did not have anything however; other synods 
passed on more information. Pastor should be a part of the decision to nominate the committee 
members. This committee will wait until our next Pastor is hired to proceed any further. 
Jody Hufstuttler will be resigning from the Board of Deacons. Remaining Deacons will be looking 
for a replacement. Jody’s area of concern is Music and Worship. 
Regarding former a tighter connection with the congregation, the Deacons have discovered that 
Judy Bergren keeps most women updated on the congregation through the prayer chain. There 
are fewer of Bethel’s men receiving updates, however, Judy will be happy to contact them as 
well. 
Candi will get the names of those 13 regulars who attend Bethel via the phone patch. She will 
reach out to them to let them know if and how they can vote at the Congregational meeting if 
they attend via the phone patch. 
Bethel will verbally acknowledge Mother’s and Father’s Day this year, but not pass out any 
small gifts. 
Lewisville Park is not taking group reservations for 2021, so the Church in the Park outing is 
cancelled this year. 
 
Board of Parish Ed 
More ideas for Sunday school were discussed. The “Wednesday Sunday school” classes won’t 
end just yet. They are planning a few more Wednesdays before school is out this year. 
VBS will happen this year! It will take place over June 21, 22, and 23, right after school is out. 
COVID Protocols will be observed. 
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 April Council minutes (cont) 

The Bethel Seniors will receive their quilts and be recognized in service this year. Several 
Rocksolid teens (8) are now involved thanks to Marcy, and they will also receive graduation 
quilts. She will arrange the delivery and recognition of their accomplishments. 
Nursery - the Board will seek advice from the COVID task force on when they can actually open 
the nursery. Earl will need to find volunteers to staff the nursery first, then they can actually announce 
an opening. 
 
Bonnie - Family Ministry 
Bonnie is concerned about the lack of interaction between hers and Judy’s computers. Power-Church isn’t 
updating on both computers when changes are made. Chris Kast will check Bonnie’s computer Sunday to 
see what might be going on. Regarding PowerChurch and other computer issues that are going on (Jim - 
overloaded gateway with trouble connecting new digital soundboard to network), Dave suggested Bethel 
look into hiring an IT person to periodically check our network. Donna will recommend someone she 
knows. 
 
Trustees 
Ken read a beautiful thank you note from Joe regarding his bonus for the extra services during Lent. 
Jim has been hired into an AV position for Bethel. Ken gave him a contract to sign, and the contract 
is retroactive to April 1st. 
Bethel will be reimbursing Pastor Lynne’s trip cost ($975) from Montana to Brush Prairie. 
Janitors are working at Bethel again. They put in about 6 hours once per week. 
There will be a stewardship campaign in the future, but Jack would like to include an incoming 
Pastor in the planning. There will be more discussion about when the campaign might be held. 
Ken gave a quick assessment of the visit we had from Pastor Lynne Ogren. It went quite well. 
The compensation package was discussed. The base salary is close to that previously paid at 
Bethel. The compensation package is likely to be a little more because of increased insurance 
costs. 
Ken would like to announce our ZERO MORTGAGE BALANCE during Sunday’s service. MSA 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
MARCH BUDGET REPORT: 
March financials: 
Total Income: $ 44,057.07 
Total Expenses $ 24,417.61 
$ 19,641.29 
 
Wrapping up: 
The Zoom subscription is almost expired. Bonnie will talk to Judy about renewing it, under the 
office expense budget. 
 
Dave Elson closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kirsten Elson 

OUR MORTGAGE 
HAS A  

ZERO BALANCE 
YAY BETHEL!! 
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Set-up for  
Sunday Fellowship Hour 

                  
Members of the Circle will set up the  

coffee for Sunday morning and  
schedule helpers for clean-up at the 

close of services.   
 

Hostess Circles are NOT responsible 
for providing goodies  

for coffee hours. 
All Bethel families are invited to help 

with food as well as 
serving & clean up.  

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex 

 

MAY QUILTING 
 

Share House Quilters 
May 8th & 24th 

8:00am 
Mission Quilters 
May 9th & 25th 

9:00am 
 

NO experience  
necessary 

 

Women’s Circle  
Meetings 

in May 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Pray for Each Other 

 

INFORMATION  FOR AND ABOUT 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
May2021      Judy Wood 

Naomi Circle 
Praise the Lord and jump with JOY !!! 

Naomi Circle will meet at church for their  
May circle  - May 18 at 1pm. 

Bring a Bible verse, poem or quote about  
JOY  

to share with the group.  

ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO COVID19 REGULATIONS, PLEASE STAY SAFE 
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  GIVING OPTIONS….. 
 
Offering:  When the need is greater, God’s people are called into even more service!  
Look for ways you can offer yourselves to Christ’s work this week. 
 
Thank you for your continued and generous financial support.   
 
You can mail your offering to PO Box 175 Brush Prairie, WA 98606  
 
You can set up automatic giving through your bank.  
 Bank payments are usually “no charge”. 
 
 or  try Bethel’s Tithe.ly account.  Go to Tithe.ly on your phone or computer. 
 
However you give, know how much you are appreciated. 
 
Even during these strange times, we have to keep the lights on.. 

Remember fun???   
There may be more in our future! 
 
Here’s a note from Dean and Judy Sutera... 
 
One year without the Bethel Potluck at our house is 
enough.  Judy and I ask that you put Sunday August 22 
(4:30 pm) on the church calendar for this fun event.  Covid 
concerns could alter that plan...but we sure hope not!!   
By that date we'll all be ready for a social gathering. 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Serving Promise Raising Hope 

Virtual Event and Auction 

May 21st, 2021 from 6:30 - 8:00 PM 
Like many events happening these days, our annual event will look a little different this year.  Join us 
online Friday May 21st at 6:30 pm for our Annual Fundraiser Event and AUCTION! This inspirational event 
will support Family Promise of Clark County and our efforts to support families with children who are ex-
periencing homelessness in Clark County. 
 
While this event has moved to an online event, it still will be an impactful and exciting evening together! 
New to this years event we will have an online auction that will begin Monday May 17th and end at the 
conclusion of our online event on Friday May 21st. 
 
We will be selling regular priced tickets for $15 each or you can upgrade to a VIP ticket for $50 and re-
ceive: a bottle of wine or sparkling cider, decadent chocolates and two raffle tickets for your chance to win 
one of our amazing raffle items! 
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2021 Bethel Sunday Morning Streamed Services Reader Schedule 
 

Scripture and Prayer Reader 
 
May 2       Marcy Sprecher 
May 9       Jack Graves 
May16      Candi Ehrich 
May 23     Terry Smith 
May 30      Randy Crawley 

Phone Patch:  360-729-0011 
Put your phone on speaker and don’t forget to 
hit the mute button…   or follow the links from: 
bethelbrushprairie.org 
 

As many of you know, the WHO will be operating this 
season without our usual volunteers. Due to COVID-
19 restrictions, Share staff will operate the shelter at 
St Andrew. You will be missed - but your help is still 

needed!  
A warm evening meal is always appreciated. We've 
offered to provide 2 crock pot size meals per night to 
serve 30 guests. Meals can be delivered to the front 

entrance of 
St. Andrew between 6 and 6:30 pm. We ask every-

one to wear a mask and sign in.  
 

Please check with Jessica at 360-200-8757 for dates 
that need to be filled 

 
You can bring the meal in a disposable container to 

save a trip or bring it 
in your crock pot.  You can pick up your clean crock 

pot a day or two later at 6 pm  
or the 3rd Saturday of each month from 1 pm to 3 

pm at St Andrew. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of the 
WHO.  

We appreciate you! 

THANK YOU from 
Joyce Dudder… for  
Bernice Jehnsen 
 
This is a long overdue 
THANK YOU to the 
church and Vicar Vera 
who inspired the money 
collected to help with 

repairs at my mom’s place. This was due to the 100 foot 
maple that came down in the wind storm in Septem-
ber.  My brother Jim, with help from a neighbor, was able 
to replace the water pump that burned up when power 
came back on and make other repairs. Unfortunately the 
wood shed that was mostly standing after the tree 
crashed on it, came down in the recent snow storm. The 
remaining money will be used to rebuild it.   

On behalf of my Mom and the rest of the family, again 
THANK YOU and God’s rich blessing to you 
all.  Sincerely, Joyce Dudder 

Pick up the phone and  
call somebody! 

Yours might be just the 
voice they need  
to hear today! 



12 

 

Today we ask for prayer for Judy Suterra, Ella Rem-
mick, Mary Webber, Chuck Stavaas, Sandi Kytola, 
Woody Wood, Jody Huffstutler and Doril Ellertson. 
We pray for the financial & spiritual health & growth 
of Bethel and for all who struggle with illness and 
economic issues. We ask God’s guidance and pro-
tection on our  military, our leaders and our country.  

Pastor: Lynne Ogren 

blcoffice@comcast.net 

 

Director of Family  

Ministries 

Bonnie Stauffer 
blcfamily@comcast.net 
 

Youth Ministry           

blcyouth@comcast.net 

 

Music Ministry 

blcmusic@comcast.net 

 
Parish Administrator 

Judy Wood 

blcoffice@comcast.net 
          
RSTC Director 

Marcy Sprecher 

Marcy@rocksolid-teen.com 

 
visit us on the web at 

bethelbrushprairie.org 

 

 

 
         Communion will be served to those who  
attend in-person services at Bethel this month. 
 
Communion elements for home use are available at 
the Bethel office. Call and arrange to come and pick 

        yours up. 

Are you a part of Bethel’s Prayer Chain? 
 

If not, and you’d like to be, please contact Judy Bergren (phone chain)  
360- 666-9134 or Judy Wood (email chain) 360-892-4231 or 360-904-0271.  
All we need is your name and email address, or your phone number if you 
don’t use a computer… 

Thank you Bethel for your continued  
financial support.  

Even in these strange times  
we have to keep the lights on. 

 
Have you considered setting up automatic giving 

through your bank?  It’s usually done at no charge. 
Our Tithe.ly account is also an option but does 

charge a small fee. 



13 

 

If you had a birthday or anniversary and are not 
listed, OR if dates are incorrect or incomplete, 
PLEASE call the church office at 360-892-4231 so 
we can get it right next time!         Thank you…. 

Keep our Servicemen and women in your prayers.. 
SPC Alec Rohrer, US Army, grandson of Jack & Cindi Graves, currently serving at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia.  
 

Johnathan Cook, USAF ,  grandson of Kay Nock, stationed in Florida 
 

Chief Petty Officer, Ryan Fontenot, stationed Texas. Grandson of Milt and Jan Kleven. 
 

Autumn McAllister, USAF, daughter of John & Michelle McAllister, stationed at Clovis. N.M. 
 

Brandon Morgan, USAF Sp. Forces Para rescue, grandson of Milt & Jan Kleven, stationed in  
Tucson, AZ 
 

Zackery Scott Noorlun, USAF, TSgt , great-grandson of Clarice Noorlun, serving as an avionics 
technician at Royal Air Force Lakenheath in the UK. 
 

Ingrid Flores, E-4 US Combat Medic, who returned safely in July 2020 from a year of service in 
Jordan. Great niece of Craig and Candi Ehrich, who continues to serve with the Army National Guard. 
 
 

Nick Otos, USAF,  nephew of Kari Otos, stationed at Okinawa, Japan  
 
 

Luke and Lonnie Terry - both in the US Air Force, both stationed at Lackland, AFB, Texas. 
 

Derrick Wolf, USN,  grandson of Dick & Charlene Wolf. Derrick is on recruiting duty in Virginia. 
 

 
   A soldier said:         “When I die do not play taps over my grave. Instead play reveille,  
    the morning call, the summons to arise.” 
 
If you have an update for this list, please let the office know..        Thanks! 

 
Charles Moon   05/05 
Brandon Correy  05/06 
Joseph Shields  05/10 
Rocky Smith   05/14 
Robert Davis   05/16 
Dan Lindberg   05/19 
Dean Sutera   05/20 
Chad McCabe   05/26 
Garrett Moon   05/29 
Jaren Bergren   05/29 
Cindi Schroeder  05/30 
Jenna Bergren  05/30 

 

Robert & Jennifer Huffstutler 05/11/2013 



Stay Informed….  
There are many ways for you to keep up with what’s going on here at Bethel..  

You may visit us on the web at www.bethelbrushprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook! Click the LIKE button to stay on top of all the  
current news and photos! www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry  
You can also follow Bethel on: 
Pinterest https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/ and  
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/ 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
12919 NE 159th St 
PO Box 175 
Brush Prairie, WA 98606 

  

Won’t you join us virtually?? 
 

Sunday Service Hours 
10:00am - Streaming Service - YouTube 

Phone patch - 360-469-1998 
during the Covid pandemic shutdown 

     Watch the Bethel Bell for Coming Events! 
 
 
 

Christ Welcomes All 


