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            Bethel Lutheran Church Mission Statement 
“We are called, enlightened and empowered through Christ  

The Bethel Bell 

Dear friends in Christ… 

     It is amazing how time moves!  It seems like last week we were in a Call pro-
cess that resulted in Pastor Finstad coming to Bethel…and not long before that 
we worked together to create a vision for Bethel’s future and build the new addi-
tion. 

     It seems not so long ago that I thought that Covid would be over in a couple of 
months.  I could not imagine that it—and the isolation it brought—would last 10 
months…and counting.  We are, I find, more adaptable than I thought possible.   

     Today (12/27) we begin another journey together into an unknown future.  We 
carry with us baggage from the past, as well as hope for the future.  There is no 
time to dwell on the past and on ‘what might have been’.  The future is where we 
are heading…under God’s guidance and grace. 

     We need each of you…every member and friend of Bethel…to join together in 
our common task of creating the future God holds out to us.  That means we have 
to let go of old hurts and past misunderstandings…and hold on to God’s promises 
of presence and grace. 

     We need to trust each other…and remind each other that God’s promises are 
sure, and God’s future is secure.  Our prayer needs to be to align ourselves with 
God’s purposes, and to seek God’s will in all that we say, do, and plan.  I promise, 
as a member of Bethel and your half-time supply pastor, to give everything I have 
to heal Bethel’s wounds and further Bethel’s mission. 

     What a wondrous future lies before us.  And, what better a group of people to 
enter into God’s future, than you faithful, gifted, and called members of Bethel! 

     I ask for your prayers, encouragement, and ideas…for me, for your newly in-
stalled Call Committee, and your new, soon to be installed, Church Council.  The 
only way that we will survive and thrive is to work together in humility, openness.  
Let this be the prayer that guides us…  

   Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go 
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is lead-
ing us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

       Pastor Joe Aalbue 
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Bethel Council Minutes 

DECEMBER 8, 2020 6:30 PM 
Attendees:   
Ron Gullickson, Heidi De Broeck, Chris Kast, John Johnson, Ken Sayler, Laura 
Kast, Candi Ehrich,  Jody Huffstutler, James De Broeck, Cameron Kast, Terry Smith, Paula Frei-
muth, Earl Freimuth, Bonnie Stauffer, Cody Shearer, Jack Graves , Leah Zika, Megan Zika, Donna 
Crawley, Pastor Vera McEwen, Janice Sayler 

 
Opened with prayer, Earl Freimuth 
Welcomed new council members attending 
Broke into virtual Boards 6:35pm 
Reconvened 7:29 pm 
 

Approval of minutes from November 10, 2020 council meeting - MSA 

 
COVID TASK FORCE UPDATE – Met today to go over protocols.  They are in place.  Have a pro-

cess for people to return to the church and how this will look.  They want to point out that the 
cases have increased and would like to address this. Quilters will be waiting until after Christ-
mas to begin quilting again.  They are encouraging on those who have a need to be at the 
church. They discussed the readers going forward.  If the readers feel comfortable reading from 
the church they will be allowed to be in the church for the recorded reader.  For live service, this 
will depend on the Pastor preaching on the particular week if they are comfortable with a reader 
in the sanctuary vs. prerecorded. Candi and Bonnie are coordinating this. 

 
REPORTS 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Donna Crawley 
None given this month. November has not been finalized as of yet. 
Donna will try to have the reports finalized by the end of the week. 

 
Trustee Report – Ken Sayler 

Stewardship – Megan is still attending the class.  Stewardship drive will be held in the spring 
of 2021. 

Catch Basins in parking lot were cleared.   
Budget - discussed 
Scout lawsuit – Ken filed Proof of Claim on the advice of the Synod 
Election Ballot collection help – Ron, Ken, James, Heidi and Chris will be at the church to 

help with this and Ron and Ken will collect from those who cannot drive. 
Yearly Staff Reviews- Without a pastor, the Trustees will discuss in January how to conduct 

staff reviews at that time. Goal will be to have them completed by the end of January. 
Staff Support and Pastoral Care – Pastor Joe Albue has offered to help with this. Will ask 

Supply Pastors to help with this as well. 
Sunday Live Stream Issues brought to the Trustees by Cody- This was discussed and Ken 

will address. 
 

Deacon’s Report – Paula Freimuth 
Supply pastors – Candi Ehrich 

Candi has contacted Supply Pastor’s and created a calendar/schedule covering December 
through March. 

 She relayed the protocols to each Supply Pastor. 
Pastor Joe Albue, Lydia Brannon, Jim Bergren, Bonnie Stauffer, Megan Zika will preach and 

Dottie and Jim will perform CLM duties helping with services. 
Pastor Joe Albue will connect with Cody concerning Lenten services. 
 

Mention: Paula Freimuth will be serving a 3
rd

 term.  The Constitution does state only 2 terms 
should be served.  It has been agreed that a 3

rd
 term will be permitted. 
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Question was asked: Security- How is building being secured without anyone there?  
Answer: A hired Security Service drives through the parking lot at night. Video monitors 

throughout church as well. 
 
Board of Education’s Report: Leah Zika 

Progress report on Youth Director Position 
  2 applicants- 1 local and 1 from Wisconsin 
 

Leah has put together a committee of volunteers, mostly staff members 
Committee: Bonnie, Megan, Judy, Cody and Marcy. Pastor Vera and Megan met on 

12.3.20. 
  Concerns: 

The next permanent Pastor should be involved in the hiring 
Youth involvement has been dwindling.  It was agreed that they recommend to the 

council that they pause the filling of this position until after Bethel either has a per-
manent pastor and or a family with teenagers in need of a Youth Program. 

 
Megan Zika is resigning from the position of Youth Director as of 12.8.20 as she agrees that 

this position is not needed at this time. 
 
A motion was made to pause the filling of the position for Youth director until after Bethel ei-

ther has a permanent pastor and or a family with teenagers in need of a Youth Program. 
- MSA 

  
 
Youth /Family Report – Bonnie Stauffer 

Bonnie has been working with Cody on Advent preparations. 
Delivered 43 Advent Kits to members 
 

Music – Cody 
 

Cody is very concerned with the current situation between himself and the volunteer staff 
with respect to concerns to the video and music department. He would like to request 
that it be resolved this week if possible.  The concern was discussed in the Trustees 
Meeting and it was decided Ken would continue to address the situation.  Ken relays he 
has been trying to help resolve the concerns and will do his best to do this.    

Concerns brought to Council by Cody. 
He is not getting any responses to emails and requests. 
He is finding that his part with respect to Bethel’s worship service is constantly 

being changed/edited at the last minute.  He feels this is disrespecting him 
and would like this to be addressed. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 
 

Proposed December 13 congregation meeting agenda: 
 

103
rd

 Annual Congregation zoom Meeting Sunday, December 13, 2020, 11:00 
AM,  

(Megan Zika will Host the Meeting and Mute all as well as lead the meeting/
conduct) 
Open with Prayer, Pastor Vera 
with Lord’s Prayer. 
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Reading of minutes of 2019 meeting, Heidi 
Treasurer’s Report, Donna      
Introduction of Call Committee, Ron 
Introduction of nomination committee (2021), Heidi 
Introduction of Council members, Heidi 
Budget review, Chris  
MSP status, Ron 
Covid report to congregation – Jan Sayler 
Review directions for voting  
Vote by acclamation (one vote for all candidates and proposals). 
Drive through ballot voting using signed paper ballot, After the meeting until 2:30PM  
The Lord’s Prayer, Pastor Vera  
Adjourn 

 
 
Congregational Meeting December 13, 2020, following the service  
Motion to adjourn, MSA 
Closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID UPDATE 

 

The task force is looking for small groups who would like to meet at the church. If you are a quilter, 
study group, etc. please send your request to Jan Sayler. 

 The task force has implemented a plan for reopening based on discussions with the council. The 
place is to continue with the plan and monitor as we move forward. 

  GIVING OPTIONS….. 
 
Offering:  When the need is greater, God’s people are called into even more service!  
Look for ways you can offer yourselves to Christ’s work this week. 
 
Thank you for your continued and generous financial support.   
 
You can mail your offering to PO Box 175 Brush Prairie, WA 98606  
 
You can set up automatic giving through your bank.  
 Bank payments are usually “no charge”. 
 
 or  try Bethel’s Tithe.ly account.  Go to Tithe.ly on your phone or computer. 
 
However you give, know how much you are appreciated. 
 
Even during these strange times, we have to keep the lights on.. 
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BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
103

RD
 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

DECEMBER 13, 2020 
Minutes 

        
Call to order Ron Gullickson at 11:05 am 
 
Opening prayer Pastor Vera McEwen 
 
Announcement: Ron Gullickson 
All voting will take place after the conclusion of the meeting, on a signed paper ballot you 
drop off at the office via drive through. Voting will take place from the end of the meeting 
until 2:30PM.  
 
Reading of 2019 Minutes: Secretary Heidi De Broeck 
 
Treasurers Report: Treasurer Donna Crawley 
  
Annual Income $252,338.15 – through November 
Expenses $253.626.55 – through November 
Total  -$1,288.40 
 
 No questions were asked. 
 
Introduction of Call Committee volunteers: Heidi De Broeck 
 There are 6 voting member and 4 alternates. 
 
CALL COMMITTEE      CALL COMMITTEE 
VOTING MEMBEERS:     ALTERNATES: 
 
JIM BERGREN      KEN COATS 
DENNNEVA COATS     JENNIFER HUFFSTUTLER 
DOTTIE DAVIS      CHARLES MOON 
KIRSTEN ELSON      VAL MOON 
DAVID FLEMING 
DEAN SUTERA 
 

Installation of the call committee will be held during the Service on December 27
th
, 2020. 

 
Introduction of nominating committee volunteers:  Heidi De Broeck 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 2021:    
 
CANDY EHRICH       
DOTTIE DAVIS 
HEIDI DEBROECK 
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 Introduction of Council volunteers:  Heidi De Broeck 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
PRESIDENT DAVE ELSON     DEACON HEIDI DEBROECK 
SECRETARY KIRSTEN ELSON     DEACON PAULA FREIMUTH 
TREASURER DONNA CRAWLEY    DEACON CANDI EHRICH 
TRUSTEE JACK GRAVES     PARISH ED JIM BERGREN 
TRUSTEE JOHN SARVER    PARISH ED EARL FREIMUTH   
        PARISH ED TARA MCCABE 
        PARISH ED DOTTIE DAVIS  

 
 
 
Budget review and proposal for 2021: Chris Kast 
 
Budget: $288,500.00 
Increases:  

Support staff to include a yearly cost of living raise 
Office Funds  

  
 No questions were asked. 
 
MSP Report: Ron Gullickson 
  
The MSP, Mission Site Profile, was completed by the Transition Team.  It was approved by 
the council and returned to the Synod. They did an excellent job.  The document is availa-
ble for review in the office for all members. 
 
 No questions were asked. 
 
COVID-19 Task Force Report:  Jan Sayler 
 
The Covid team continues to meet.  Covid numbers have risen. At the last meeting it was 
deciding to not permit new groups to come into the Church at this time. Quilters are taking 
a break until January and will check in prior to resuming meeting at the Church.  The Tues-
day guys are still helping out as needed with repairs and the decorating of the Church un-
der the Covid Protocols.  Readers and Pastor’s assistants will be allowed to record from 
the Sanctuary if they choose to going forward.  We know we all want to get back into the 
church.  Protocols are in place for when the time is right.   If you need to go into the church, 
please go to the office area, sign in and follow the Protocols.  When the time is right, we will 
start with small groups then 30-35 people in the sanctuary including helpers. 
 
 No questions were asked. 
 
President Ron Gullickson thanked all Council Members for their efforts over the past year 
and acknowledged that it has been a very difficult year with Covid and other concerns. 
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Directions for voting: Ron Gullickson  
  

Drive through at the front of church near the office.  Deposit your signed paper ballot 
with the attending Trustees.  Available until 2:30 PM. 

 
If you are not able to drop off your ballot please call the office and Ken and Ron will per-

sonally make the rounds to collect ballots from you. 
 
Questions- James De Broeck asks if we can approve Proposals by acclamation and sug-
gests we actually vote on the acceptance of Minutes and Budget during the meeting.   
 
Ron Gullickson: Suggests we will proceed with the vote on paper  collect via drive up. 
 
David Fleming- Asks that going forward we think about having one service going forward 
after the Covid situation is resolved and we are back in the Church building for worship.  
  
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer led by Ron Gullickson. 
 
 

 
Addendum to meeting notes:  
 
 
 
From Ron Gullickson: 
 
December14, 2020 
  
Bethel Lutheran Congregation was blessed again.  Thank you Lord, for guiding us through 
our 103rd Annual Meeting yesterday.  It was so nice to see the many smiling faces on 
those who drove through our parking lot 
  
We had 78 people respond with a drive through vote, all of which were YES votes.  So 
now we have all the candidates of the new Council, the Call Committee, and the Nomina-
tion Committee approved.  Last year's meeting minutes were approved, as well as the pro-
posed budget for 2021. 
  
So, thank you all for taking the time to assist Bethel in being able to carry on.  We are 
blessed!  Thanks, also, to all who helped put our Annual Meeting day together. 
  
Ron Gullickson 
  
Congregation President 
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Set-up for  
Sunday Fellowship Hour 

                  
Members of the Circle will set up the  

coffee for Sunday morning and  
schedule helpers for clean-up at the 

close of services.   
 

Hostess Circles are NOT responsible 
for providing goodies  

for coffee hours. 
All Bethel families are invited to help 

with food as well as 
serving & clean up.  

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex 

 

JANUARY QUILTING 
 

Share House Quilters 
Jan 11th  - 25th 
Mission Quilters 
Jan 12th - 26th 

9:00am 
 

NO experience  
necessary 

 

No in person  Women’s 
Circle Meetings 

in January 
 
 
 
 

Let’s Pray for Each Other 

 

INFORMATION  FOR AND ABOUT 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
January 2021      Judy Wood 

 

 

NO  
 

Circle Meetings 
or  

Bible Studies 
 

in January 
 

May your Christmas be full of joy 
and God’s peace 

ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO COVID19 REGULATIONS, PLEASE STAY SAFE 

Yours might be just the voice 

 

from Women of the ELCA Daily Grace 

You know the language of our Purpose Statement. It 
begins with acknowledging that we are a community of 
women. As we live into this new reality of a pandem-
ic, efforts to reduce physical community contacts abound 
(also known as “community mitigation strategies”), and 
for good reason. But thanks to our faith grounding and 
modern communication methods, we can remain in com-
munity even as we practice physical (social) distancing, 
for we know that there is no social distancing in God’s 
love and grace. 
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A Christmas Devotion from CTA 

 
If you google “natural wonders of the world,” you will see a wide variety of some of the most magnificent places 
God has created. The images themselves are spectacular, but if you are able to see one in person, you will stand 
in awe of our amazing Creator-God.  
 
If we take time to examine the enormity as well as the intricate details of nature, we get a sense of God’s care and 
concern for the world he made. However, the wonders of God’s creation pale in comparison to the wonder of his 
personal and intimate love for you and for me.  
 
We know love is complex and wonderful. Yet God’s love for us is even more amazing and shows up in layer upon 
layer upon layer of words and actions from our triune God. 
 
Because of his love for us, God became a child.  
 
Jesus, fully God, Creator of the world, left his reign in heaven to become a child, born in a Bethlehem manger that 
first Christmas. He submitted himself to the confines of a human body that was subject to pain, sickness, suffering, 
and death. He gave up heaven’s majesty and glory for a lowly life on earth. “Jesus, who, though he was in the form 
of God . . . emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 
2:5–8 ESV). 
 
Because of his love for us, God became a son. God the Son became Mary’s son. 
 
Jesus humbled himself and was obedient to flawed and sinful parents. He subjected himself to misunderstanding 
and rejection by the very people he had come to save. He was disappointed, even betrayed and denied, by those 
he chose to be his closest followers. 
 
He lived among us. He lived like us. He became one of us. Jesus gave up his life in heaven so that he could fully 
understand what it was like to be one of us. “We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15 ESV). 
 
Because of his love for us, God planned from the very beginning to send a Savior. 
 
Take a moment to think about God before he created the world. Because God is omniscient, knowing all, he knew, 
even then, that his perfect creation would be scarred by sin and destined for death because of our disobedience. 
He knew, before he even began, that he would give his Son as a ransom for our rebellion. He knew the pain we 
would cause him and one another. He knew it all. 
 
Nothing that has happened, nothing that we have done, surprises God. The surprise is that he knew we would 
mess it up, and he created the world anyway. He created us, knowing he would one day sacrifice his perfect Son 
on Calvary’s cross in order to cancel sin’s debt and destruction. 
 
What kind of love is that? 
 
GOD. LOVES. YOU! He sent Jesus to show you. He sends his Spirit to remind you. 
 
God’s love for you is unconditional, unchanging, and never ending. He proved it more than two thousand years 
ago when he sent Jesus to be Immanuel—God with us (Matthew 1:23). Jesus lived with us, died for us, and rose 
again to give new life to us. Then, before he ascended into heaven to return to his Father, Jesus promised never to 
leave us (Matthew 28:20).  
 
God fulfilled that promise by sending the Holy Spirit. 
 
God’s Spirit comes to live inside of everyone who receives the gift of salvation through faith in 
Jesus.  
 
God’s love began before creation, continued with the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and 
lives on inside his children through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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2021 Bethel Sunday Morning Streamed Services Reader Schedule 
 
Scripture and Prayer Reader 
 
Jan 3            Ken Sayler 
Jan 10  Marcy Sprecher 
Jan 17 Terry Smith 
Jan 24 Kirsten Elson 
Jan 31 Youth/Randy Crawley 
 
 

 

Phone Patch:  360-469-1998 
Put your phone on speaker and don’t forget to 
hit the mute button…   or follow the links from: 
bethelbrushprairie.org 
 

Who needs  to hear your voice 
today.. 
Pick up the phone and let some-
one know you care… 

As many of you know, the WHO will be operating this season without our usual volunteers. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
Share staff will operate the shelter at St Andrew. You will be missed - but your help is still needed!  

A warm evening meal is always appreciated. We've offered to provide 2 crock pot size meals per night to serve 30 
guests. Meals can be delivered to the front entrance of 

St. Andrew between 6 and 6:30 pm. We ask everyone to wear a mask and sign in.  
 

Please check with Jessica at 360-200-8757 for dates that need to be filled 
 

You can bring the meal in a disposable container to save a trip or bring it 
in your crock pot.  You can pick up your clean crock pot a day or two later at 6 pm  

or the 3rd Saturday of each month from 1 pm to 3 pm at St Andrew. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of the WHO.  
We appreciate you! 
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Today we ask for prayer for Cheryl Bellomy, Lowell 
Amundson, Grace Wetter, Gail Carbajal, Evar Knudt-
son, Ella Remmick, Lucille Gukeisen, Mary Webber, 
Chuck Stavaas, Sandi Kytola, Woody Wood, Jody 
Huffstutler and Doril Ellertson. We pray for the finan-
cial & spiritual health & growth of Bethel and for all 
who struggle with illness and economic issues. We 
ask God’s guidance and protection on our  military, 
our leaders and our country.  
  

Pastor: 

blcoffice@comcast.net 

 

Director of Family  

Ministries 

Bonnie Stauffer 
blcfamily@comcast.net 
 

Youth Ministry           

blcyouth@comcast.net 

 

Music Ministry 

blcmusic@comcast.net 

 
Parish Administrator 

Judy Wood 

blcoffice@comcast.net 
          
RSTC Director 

Marcy Sprecher 

Marcy@rocksolid-teen.com 

 
visit us on the web at 

bethelbrushprairie.org 

 

 

 
 
         No in-person communion this month. 
    Communion weekly at our on-line service,  
       using elements from your own home. 
 

 

Are you a part of Bethel’s Prayer Chain? 
 

If not, and you’d like to be, please contact Judy Bergren (phone chain)  
360- 666-9134 or Judy Wood (email chain) 360-892-4231 or 360-904-0271.  
All we need is your name and email address, or your phone number if you 
don’t use a computer… 

“This is why we say that our giving is an act of wor-
ship. We give because God has already given us – 
and continues to give us – an “inexpressible gift” (2 
Corinthians 9:15) in Christ.  

A note from Judy 
We’re all anxious to be back in church, but safety is our first concern. 
 

The biggest thing we can do right now is PRAY. Next comes the sanitiz-
er, the hand washing, the “social distancing” , the STAY HOME unless 
it’s absolutely essential to leave the house.. the WEAR A MASK if you 
have to leave the house. 
 

If you need something, let us know, there are people willing to help. 
You are NOT alone.  God walks with us, every step all day and all night. 
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If you had a birthday or anniversary and are not 
listed, OR if dates are incorrect or incomplete, 
PLEASE call the church office at 360-892-4231 so 
we can get it right next time!         Thank you…. 

 Keep our Servicemen and women in your prayers.. 
   

Johnathan Cook, USAF ,  grandson of Kay Nock, stationed in Florida 
 

Chief Petty Officer, Ryan Fontenot, stationed Texas. Grandson of Milt and Jan Kleven. 
 

Autumn McAllister, USAF, daughter of John & Michelle McAllister, stationed at Clovis. New 
Mexico.  
 

Brandon Morgan, USAF Sp. Forces Para rescue, grandson of Milt & Jan Kleven, stationed in  
Tucson, AZ 
 

Zackery Scott Noorlun, USAF, TSgt , great-grandson of Clarice Noorlun, serving as an avionics 
technician at Royal Air Force Lakenheath in the UK. 
 

Ingrid Flores, E-4 US Combat Medic, who returned safely in July 2020 from a year of service in 
Jordan. Great niece of Craig and Candi Ehrich, who continues to serve with the Army National Guard. 
 
 

Nick Otos, USAF,  nephew of Kari Otos, stationed at Okinawa,Japan 
 
 

Luke and Lonnie Terry - both in the US Air Force, both stationed at Lackland, AFB, Texas. 
 

Derrick Wolf, USN,  grandson of Dick & Charlene Wolf. Derrick is on recruiting duty in Virginia. 
 

Josh Maplethorpe, US Army, grandson of Carol Seekins, stateside 
 
   A soldier said:         “When I die do not play taps over my grave. Instead play reveille,  
    the morning call, the summons to arise.” 
 
If you have an update for this list, please let the office know..        Thanks! 

Warren Bieker   01/01 
Maureen Smith  01/01 
Audrey Fossum  01/03 
Sandra Kytola   01/08 
Barbara (Bobbie) Johnson 01/10 
Marlyne Olson   01/13 
Cameron Kast   01/18 
James Fuerstenberg  01/19 
Celine Bennett  01/21 
Doril Ellertson   01/25 
Claudia Bottemiller  01/25 
Hunter Lindberg  01/27 
Laura Kast   01/27 

Gerald & Judy Wood  01/05/1958 

John & Gloria Johnson  01/25/2003 

Ken & Jan Sayler   01/27/1968 

Jack & Cindi Graves  01/30/1971 



Stay Informed….  
There are many ways for you to keep up with what’s going on here at Bethel..  

You may visit us on the web at www.bethelbrushprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook! Click the LIKE button to stay on top of all the  
current news and photos! www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry  
You can also follow Bethel on: 
Pinterest https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/ and  
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/ 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
12919 NE 159th St 
PO Box 175 
Brush Prairie, WA 98606 

  

Won’t you join us virtually?? 
 

Sunday Service Hours 
10:00am - Streaming Service - YouTube 

Phone patch - 360-469-1998 
during the Covid pandemic shutdown 

     Watch the Bethel Bell for Coming Events! 
 
 
 

Christ Welcomes All 


