
 June 2020 Family Ministry 
Bethel is Growing Together ~ we worship, we serve, we laugh, we cry, we learn, and we 
reach out to the world with love and truth. If you've been thinking, praying, searching and 
hoping for a place to belong, we say—all are WELCOME! 

A note from Bonnie  

Greetings Bethel Family, 
 
What do you think God is leading Bethel and our community to in the future because of what we are living through 
now in times of physical distancing?  Since March, we have had time to reflect on our lives as we have grown accus-
tomed to not being able to worship, study, serve, and fellowship together in person.  A bright side of all of this is 
how we have been given the opportunity to build upon what God has placed before us. It has been exciting to see 
the number of viewers for our Sunday morning services increase each week by having them on YouTube and the 
Phone Patch system.  God has been working through the congregation and community to experience hearing God’s 
Word through technology. We are reaching more people! The generous giving of financial support and the offering 
of yourselves as you are out and about doing Christ’s work has been a blessing. That ongoing support gives Bethel 
the blessing to continue the services and ministries that God is calling us to do. The staff and leadership teams con-
tinue to meet for devotion, prayer, and collaboration through Zoom, emails, and phone calls to help hear where 
God is calling the ministries of Bethel for the future.  
 
I admit, it’s different and a little challenging to teach Sunday school through YouTube and sending packets in the 
mail, but it’s helping our young ones know we still care and hopefully the silly videos provide them with peace and 
comfort knowing their church family is still there for them.  You wonder if anyone is attending class virtually….then 
you get a little video message of them sharing with you that they lost a tooth….simple things like that warm my 
heart. Thank you Emery for showing me your missing tooth!  Who would like to join me in this journey of faith for 
helping children experience God in a new way?  I would love to include you in a video or two!  I promise that you 
will experience God in a way you have never done before!  Because there are still so many unknowns of when we 
can open our doors again and the safety and health of our children and volunteers is of utmost importance. 
Through much prayer and discernment, I am sad to say we will not have a traditional VBS this summer as we had 
planned. We always look forward to VBS, seeing God work in the lives of children and through our volunteers. We 
are confident because of prayer and the leadership of Bethel’s Board of Education, that we made the right decision. 
So, I ask again, who would like to join me in this journey of faith for helping our congregation and community expe-
rience God in a new way?  VBS and other ministry will look different moving forward, but together we can deter-
mine what our future ministry will be.  We are excitedly brainstorming new adventures for all ages! 
 
What kinds of prayers do you need to help your faith in days like these?  What have you missed the most about 
gathering together?  Telling our stories together of the results of the things we are all doing to cope will help us wit-
ness to others who are worried about what tomorrow will bring. I confess and recognize I have been afraid and 
shed a lot of tears, especially over VBS.  So again, I turn to scripture and more long walks to talk to God in prayer.  A 
friend of mine lost her mom to cancer a few days before Mother’s Day.  We were able to catch up with each other 
and she shared with me this verse, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and sound 
mind" 2 Timothy 1:7.  So of course, I had to dive into it some more and think about what the 
spirit was leading me to write about for the June Newsletter. Timothy, like I had been,      
needed to be reminded that we always have the presence of the Holy Spirit of God, who 
empowered us with all that we need for life no matter how tough life can be at times. My 
friend and I both agreed that when we spend more time with God, we discover more easily 
what His plans are for us.  So try to remember what I mentioned in the beginning of the              
article….a bright side of all of this is how we have been given the opportunity to build upon 
what God has placed before us to help us grow together. 
 
 
 

Grace and peace, Bonnie 

 


