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            Bethel Lutheran Church Mission Statement 
“We are called, enlightened and empowered through Christ  

to worship, witness, and serve.”

The Bethel Bell 

Luke 2.8-20 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God, and say-
ing, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the man-
ger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 
this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorify-
ing and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

I love this narrative. I envision sheep being cared for and protected by people who care and tend to 
their flock day and night. People who are often overlooked by society. These invisible caretakers 
seek to comfort, cuddle, and care for each individual lamb. 

We learn from David that it is in the fields with the flock that he mastered his leadership skills. We 
read that it is in these fields that he fends off the foe of his sheep without fear. He paints a picture 
of a fearless person who keeps and cares for sheep through the terrors of the night and the hor-
rors of the day. A constant watch person that sees far enough ahead to navigate and migrate the 
sheep. So, when the angel of the Lord comes to the obscure few, the invisible, the underrepresent-
ed and includes them in the most noted event of ALL time they…well it says they are terrified! 
However, when you perform exegesis on the text the word also means revere, so they revere the 
Lord’s angel. It is a word we rarely use anymore. Like these people of the field it has become less 
and less used. Lack of usage leads to lack of awareness. For what these lovely sheep folk do when 
the magnificence of the Lord’s appointed arrives, they stand in reverence as the angel communi-
cates a message of great hope. Thus, teaching us that we too are to be reverent. 

The beauty of God is that God through the lowly birth of Jesus levels the field. Placing us all among 
the flock of sheep to be lead, comforted, and saved by a lowly babe. Our job is to follow His lead 
and be lead. 

         Pastor Vera 
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 November  Council Minutes (cont.) 
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November  Council Minutes (cont.) 
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 November  Council Minutes (cont.) 

LIMITS OF GRATITUDE…. 

Our gratitude can’t be stopped here, can’t be limited to this place and time. We can’t keep quiet 
about the gratitude that flows out of us for the awesome things God has done in our lives or the 
gratitude that has surprised us by arising from the depths of despair. 

We can and we must speak of our gratitude to a world that is forgetting how to say “thank you” to 
each other as well as to God. Perhaps this is the way we can best be witnesses of God’s grace to 
the world around us. To answer “grateful” whenever someone asks how we are. Their surprise at 
our response would give us an opportunity to talk about how good God is to us and to invite con-
versation about God’s goodness in their lives. Let’s agree to talk about our witnessing when we 
meet, about the ways we are growing in gratitude and in our ability to share it with others. 

This message is adapted from “How Are You?” written by Sue Gamelin in the November 2002 is-
sue of Lutheran Woman Today (now Gather) magazine.  

COVID UPDATE 
 
The task force is looking for small groups who would like to meet at the church. If you are a quilter, study 
group, etc. please send your request to Jan Sayler. 
  
The task force has implemented a plan for reopening based on discussions with the council. The place is 
to continue with the plan and monitor as we move forward. 
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Set-up for  
Sunday Fellowship Hour 

                  
Members of the Circle will set up the  

coffee for Sunday morning and  
schedule helpers for clean-up at the 

close of services.   
 

Hostess Circles are NOT responsible 
for providing goodies  

for coffee hours. 
All Bethel families are invited to help 

with food as well as 
serving & clean up.  

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex 

 

DECEMBER QUILTING 
 

Share House Quilters 
Dec 14th  

 

Mission Quilters 
Dec 8th - 9am 

 

NO experience  
necessary 

Come join us 

 

 

INFORMATION  FOR AND ABOUT 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
December  2020      Judy Wood 

 

 

NO  
 

Circle Meetings 
or  

Bible Studies 
 

in December 
 

May your Christmas be full of joy 
and God’s peace 

ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO COVID19 REGULATIONS, PLEASE STAY SAFE 

Yours might be just the voice 

 

from Women of the ELCA Daily Grace 

You know the language of our Purpose Statement. It 
begins with acknowledging that we are a community of 
women. As we live into this new reality of a pandem-
ic, efforts to reduce physical community contacts abound 
(also known as “community mitigation strategies”), and 
for good reason. But thanks to our faith grounding and 
modern communication methods, we can remain in com-
munity even as we practice physical (social) distancing, 
for we know that there is no social distancing in God’s 
love and grace. 
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Dear Bethel Family 

Four different wedding dates, not one but two C-19 closures, 
guest lists painfully cut down to limited family and a handful 
of friends at the very last minute, and yet their love shines 
through!  I am so grateful to announce that my precious 
daughter, Celine, married her best friend and the man of her 
dreams Sunday afternoon, in a beautiful and very personal 
“micro”-wedding ceremony, and I gained a huge blessing in 
my new son-in-law, Matt Ruffalo. My family and I invite you to 
lift up prayers of thanks for this happy union. May God bless 
them as they embark on their journey! 

           Warmly, Sandy  Egan, Darin Bennett, Verletta Egan 

Mission Quilters aid Oregon families impacted by recent fires.. 

November 22, 2020 
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Despite the upset in the world today, the days go by with certainty, and December is just around the cor-
ner. Bethel will be sharing the next  host week with BGCUMC at the Center Point site in Meadow Glade 
from December 6 through December 13. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050c4fa5ae2ba1fa7-
december Sign-up options are available to make dinner for the guests, host the early evening hours 
(4:45 to 9:30 p.m.), and/or serve as the overnight hosts (9:30 p.m. to 7:45 a.m.). 

 
Overnight hosts should bring a pillow and blanket for a comfortable evening (cots provided). 
 
The newly released COVID-19 restrictions have prompted a minor change for program volunteers. For the coming month, Family 
Promise is suggesting that volunteers for each shift be from the same household. This may put some limitations on those who have 
served previously. That said, we’re hoping more volunteers will come forward. Jean Brown, from Battle Ground Community United 
Methodist Church (BGCUMC), stated it beautifully when she said, 
“What a wonderful opportunity to be able to provide hospitality to children and parents who are without the comforts 
of home during the season that we celebrate the birth of a very special child who also had no place to lay His head.” 
 
There are many ways to help the Family Promise families this month. Monetary gifts are being requested again to help cover the costs of 
breakfasts and lunches. The families purchase their own food for these meals, which they enjoy at the Family Promise Day Center in Cam-
as. Donations can be made at the Family Promise of Clark County website at https://www.familypromiseofclarkco.org/donate or mailed to the 
organization directly at the following address (please note “Bethel Lutheran” on your check): 

 
Family Promise of Clark County PO Box 
873308 
Vancouver, WA 98687 

 
Christmas is coming! Bethel members came out in full force last year and pulled every tag off the Giving Tree. We collected items for both 
a food pantry basked and a cleaning basket for one of the families graduating from the program. We also collected enough funds to furnish 
two apartments! This year, the Family Promise program has created a Giving Tree online at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050c4fa5ae2ba1fa7-family1. If you aren’t able to purchase a gift on your own, maybe you’d like to pool your funds with friends and pur-

chase a group gift for one of the family members. 

Family Promise has set a December 10 date for delivery, so check out the gift ideas without delay. 
 

If you have questions or need help using SignUpGenius, contact Candi Ehrich at 360-521-6209 or by 
email at candi- ehrich@comcast.net. Thank you for considering our requests! 

  GIVING OPTIONS….. 
 
Offering:  When the need is greater, God’s people are called into even more service!  
Look for ways you can offer yourselves to Christ’s work this week. 
 
Thank you for your continued and generous financial support.   
 
You can mail your offering to PO Box 175 Brush Prairie, WA 98606  
 
You can set up automatic giving through your bank.  
 Bank payments are usually “no charge”. 
 
 or  try Bethel’s Tithe.ly account.  Go to Tithe.ly on your phone or computer. 
 
However you give, know how much you are appreciated. 
 
Even during these strange times, we have to keep the lights on.. 
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   email for Pastor Vera:      ---       Bethellutheranchurchpastor@gmail.com 
 
 Office Schedule:  Tuesdays from 2-5pm 
                                        Fridays from 10am  till 5pm 
You can reach her during these times on the Bethel line:  360-892-4231 
 

 
2020 Bethel Sunday Morning Streamed Services Reader Schedule 
 
Scripture and Prayer Reader 
 
Dec 6            Dottie Davis 
Dec 13          Kirsten Elson 
Dec 20          Randy Crawley 
Dec 27          Candi Ehrich 
 
 

 

Phone Patch:  360-469-1998 
Put your phone on speaker and don’t forget to 
hit the mute button…   or follow the links from: 
bethelbrushprairie.org 
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??Extra Groceries?? 
??Extra Cash?? 

the food bank in Battle Ground 
will take all you can spare! 

The Covid pandemic is stretching everyone thin.. 
Help if you are able.. 

from Women of the ELCA Daily Grace 

 

You know the language of our Purpose Statement. It begins with 
acknowledging that we are a community of women. As we live into 
this new reality of a pandemic, efforts to reduce physical community 
contacts abound (also known as “community mitigation strategies”), 
and for good reason. But thanks to our faith grounding and modern 
communication methods, we can remain in community even as we 
practice physical (social) distancing, for we know that there is no so-
cial distancing in God’s love and grace. 

 
              Covid News 

Due to the dramatically increasing number of cases ALL applications in the state of 
Washington have been placed on hold. The U.S. is seeing a major increase in the num-
ber of COVID 19 cases and deaths, because people are leaving their homes, gathering in 
large numbers, and not wearing masks. The state of Washington's numbers have in-
creased to numbers close to where they were at the beginning of the pandemic. In the last week the U.S. 
went from a little less than 3 million cases to now 3.2 million cases. See the report from Bethel’s Covid Task-
force in the Council Minutes. 

 
 
HI CAROL.. 
 
WE LOVE YOU! 
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SUNDAY  
 

MORNING 
 

SERVICE 
 

10:00AM 

BETHEL 
 

IS 
 

AMAZING 

LOTS 
 

OF 
 

INFO 

CHECK 
 

US 
 

OUT 
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Today we ask for prayer for Lowell Amundson, 
Grace Wetter, Boyd Wetter, Gail Carbajal, Evar 
Knudtson, Ella Remmick, Lucille Gukeisen, Mary 
Webber, Chuck Stavaas, Sandi Kytola, Woody Wood, 
Jody Huffstutler and Doril Ellertson. We pray for the 
financial & spiritual health & growth of Bethel and for 
all who struggle with illness and economic issues. 
We ask God’s guidance and protection on our  mili-
tary, our leaders and our country.  
  

 

Director of Family  

Ministries 

Bonnie Stauffer 
blcfamily@comcast.net 
 

Youth Ministry           

Megan Zika  

blcyouth@comcast.net 

 

Music Ministry 

Cody Shearer 

blcmusic@comcast.net 

 
Parish Administrator 

Judy Wood 

blcoffice@comcast.net 
          
RSTC Director 

Marcy Sprecher 

Marcy@rocksolid-teen.com 

 
visit us on the web at 

bethelbrushprairie.org 

 

 

 
 
         No in-person communion this month. 
    Communion weekly at our on-line service,  
       using elements from your own home. 
 

 

Are you a part of Bethel’s Prayer Chain? 
 

If not, and you’d like to be, please contact Judy Bergren (phone chain)  
360- 666-9134 or Judy Wood (email chain) 360-892-4231 or 360-904-0271.  
All we need is your name and email address, or your phone number if you 
don’t use a computer… 

“We make a living by what we get. 
 We make a life by what we give.” 
                                          ...Winston Churchill 
  

A note from Judy 
We’re all anxious to be back in church, but safety is our first concern. 
 

The biggest thing we can do right now is PRAY. Next comes the sanitiz-
er, the hand washing, the “social distancing” , the STAY HOME unless 
it’s absolutely essential to leave the house.. the WEAR A MASK if you 
have to leave the house. 
 

If you need something, let us know, there are people willing to help. 
You are NOT alone.  God walks with us, every step all day and all night. 

SPECIAL THANKS FROM THE WOODS for all the prayers for 
Woody. He was able to come home on November 14th and is doing 
well.   God is good, always.  .  
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If you had a birthday or anniversary and are not 
listed, OR if dates are incorrect or incomplete, 
PLEASE call the church office at 360-892-4231 so 
we can get it right next time!         Thank you…. 

 Keep our Servicemen and women in your prayers.. 
   

Johnathan Cook, USAF ,  grandson of Kay Nock, stationed in Florida 
 

Chief Petty Officer, Ryan Fontenot, stationed Texas. Grandson of Milt and Jan Kleven. 
 

Autumn McAllister, USAF, daughter of John & Michelle McAllister, stationed at Clovis. New 
Mexico.  
 

Brandon Morgan, USAF Sp. Forces Para rescue, grandson of Milt & Jan Kleven, stationed in  
Tucson, AZ 
 

Zackery Scott Noorlun, USAF, TSgt , great-grandson of Clarice Noorlun, serving as an avionics 
technician at Royal Air Force Lakenheath in the UK. 
 

Ingrid Flores, E-4 US Combat Medic, who returned safely in July 2020 from a year of service in 
Jordan. Great niece of Craig and Candi Ehrich, who continues to serve with the Army National Guard. 
 
 

Nick Otos, USAF,  nephew of Kari Otos, stationed at Okinawa,Japan 
 
 

Luke and Lonnie Terry - both in the US Air Force, both stationed at Lackland, AFB, Texas. 
 

Derrick Wolf, USN,  grandson of Dick & Charlene Wolf. Derrick is on recruiting duty in Virginia. 
 

Josh Maplethorpe, US Army, grandson of Carol Seekins, stateside 
 
   A soldier said:         “When I die do not play taps over my grave. Instead play reveille,  
    the morning call, the summons to arise.” 
 
If you have an update for this list, please let the office know..        Thanks! 

Judi O”Connell  12/07 
Pam Minor   12/08 
Sue Gullickson  12/11 
Geni Hammer   12/11 
Chandler Kast   12/12 
Melanie Winters  12/13 
Kathleen Walker  12/17 
Gerald Wood (Woody) 12/19 
Paula Freimuth  12/22 
Charlene Wolf   12/22 
Sheryl Elder   12/28 
Judy Matthies   12/28 
Ken Sayler   12/28 
Larry Kytola   12/29 
Erick Rodriguez  12/29 
Aiden DeBroeck  12/31 
Maxine Shields  12/31 
 

Dave & Kirsten Elson  12/01/2003 
Fred & Lois Donaldson  12/02/1949 
Arvid & Bobbie Johnson  12/09/1961 
Dean & Judy Sutera   12/12/1970 
Ken & Laurie Roach   12/16/1978 
Christy & Terrance Hamlett 12/27/2013 
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I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of 

the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of any-

thing in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the wa-

ters below. Exodus 20:2–4, NIV 

Lord our God, we come to you, the source of all being. You have said 

to us, "I am your God. You shall have no other gods besides me. Honor 

none but me, your God." We thank you for this wonderful message. 

Help us to recognize you more and more, so that our hearts are full of 

the goodness and blessing we already have on earth, so that we hear 

you, the mighty One, say, "Stop, O people. Make peace. No one of you 

is more important than any other. Remember that I am God of all, in 

south and north, in west and east, on the oceans and everywhere. I am 

the one God, and through Jesus Christ I am now your Father." Amen. 

daily prayer from plough 

Let’s try to get along 
Nov 17, 2020 01:00 am 

To say these are challenging times is an understatement. And to say that people are more contentious, frustrated, angry, 

and fearful than ever also is an understatement. The pandemic. Systemic racism. The economy. The election. 

We are divided on so many issues and so many levels. How can we have constructive conversations about the many issues 

facing us today? As the old question goes, do you want to be right, or do you want to be in relationship? 

Even if such conversations frighten you and you feel ill-qualified to initiate them, I urge you not to hold back. Do take the 

risk. It seems to be the only way we can heal all the rifts between and among us right now. We simply have to talk. We have 

to find our way back together. We want to discover our best selves and create better days ahead. 

This message is an excerpt from a Women of the ELCA blog by Sonia Solomonson. Read it for her tips for healthy conversa-
tion. Today we remember Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society, who died in 1231. 
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As many of you know, the WHO will be operating this season without our usual volunteers. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
Share staff will operate the shelter at St Andrew. You will be missed - but your help is still needed!  

A warm evening meal is always appreciated. We've offered to provide 2 crock pot size meals per night to serve 30 
guests. Meals can be delivered to the front entrance of 

St. Andrew between 6 and 6:30 pm. We ask everyone to wear a mask and sign in.  
 

Please check with Jessica at 360-200-8757 for dates that need to be filled 
 

You can bring the meal in a disposable container to save a trip or bring it 
in your crock pot.  You can pick up your clean crock pot a day or two later at 6 pm  

or the 3rd Saturday of each month from 1 pm to 3 pm at St Andrew. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support of the WHO.  
We appreciate you! 

Have Yourself a "Mary" Christmas 
 
Yes, we know the reason for the season, but with all the things to do in preparation, who has time to...um...time 
to...um...time to...STOP? To stop worrying about doing things for Jesus in order to spend time with Jesus? 
 
Every Christmas season seems to be a rematch of the classic Mary-versus-Martha battle from Luke 10.So who wins 
the battle this Christmas? It's time we all had a very "Mary" Christmas. Here are four tips to help you stay in touch 
with the true reason for the season this year:  

1. Sit down. That's it. Stop doing and start sitting. Mary sat at Jesus' feet even when her sister was berating her for 
not doing enough. There will always be people who will ask and expect more "doing" from you. Sit down anyway. 
Jesus is waiting for you. 
  
2. Listen. Peace and quiet is optional; Mary sat and listened to Jesus in the midst of pots and pans banging, her sis-
ter complaining, and guests milling about. Jesus doesn't require solitude and quiet to be able to speak to you, and 
your ears don't require it to hear him. You're his sheep, you know his voice -- just turn your head to listen and you'll 
hear him in the chaos and the crowd too. 
  
3. Give an offering. Martha thought the most valuable thing to give Jesus was a good meal but Mary thought Jesus 
was more valuable than food or money. What possession(s) do you treat like they're more valuable than Jesus? 
Time? Work? Ministry? Stuff? Offer them to Jesus, as a present to him from the heart this Christmas. 
  
4. Worship. Minimize the commercialism of Christmas and maximize the meaning. Surround yourself with things that 

remind you of the real reason you celebrate -- Jesus, the Word made flesh, come to earth to serve and to save. 

Wear or carry a cross or faith bracelet. Post scriptures on decorated notecards around the house, in the car, or at 

work. Intersperse worship music with Christmas carols on your playlist. Pray for people stuck with you in the check-

out line. Sitting at his feet, choosing to value the relationship over performance of a task, Mary demonstrated the 

posture of a worshipful woman, servant and friend. You can too. 

Have a Mary Christmas! 



Stay Informed….  
There are many ways for you to keep up with what’s going on here at Bethel..  

You may visit us on the web at www.bethelbrushprairie.org 
Like us on Facebook! Click the LIKE button to stay on top of all the  
current news and photos! www.facebook.com/bethelfamilyministry  
You can also follow Bethel on: 
Pinterest https://www.pinterest.com/bethelblessings/ and  
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/blcfamily/ 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church 
12919 NE 159th St 
PO Box 175 
Brush Prairie, WA 98606 

  

Won’t you join us virtually?? 
 

Sunday Service Hours 
10:00am - Streaming Service - YouTube 

Phone patch - 360-469-1998 
during the Covid pandemic shutdown 

     Watch the Bethel Bell for Coming Events! 
 
 
 

Christ Welcomes All 


